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AUTO-MAG!

Harry Sanford’s futuristic .44 AMP pistol was ahead of its

time in 1976. It still is.

By Cameron Hopkins  Photos by Ichire Magata

ore bold ond significant new

handgan designe have boen

mtreduced 0 the Tast 20

yvoars of American Nand-
gunner’s existence than during any oher
comparable period in the four centurics
aince the first primitive “hand cannons™
woerre pserl 1n Medeeval battles,

The 1976-1996 era brought forth the
first polymer pisiol H&E s WPMIZ,
st the Glock 17— as well as a panoply
of brilliant rew designs from manufic-
turers '|il.l'|::l.' wned seall, 1o r'Ll'II'_n.' COnpne-
fend just how productive
ihese yoars huve been, thumb
to page 64 for our Aoy on the
significant new hamfdzuns of
Pl Lt 200 wizara,

The task of selecting the
oee Bandpin o grace our 2tk
u_|;ni1.-1'g'y.i|1'_'_.' corver was daunt-
. As e editor-in-chief of
American Huadgwnnere, | canc-
Tully considered which land-
aun would bes) symmbcdiee this
incredibly innovative era,
Svmbodize is the key word: our
2l anniversury cover gun
wionld bave o embody both
the spirit and the genivs thal
characterizes the American
handgum indusiry,

Mote well the modifier
*Americen” This s the Abeeri-
v Handguaper and absologe- 2
I:,.' e conetderalion wiis g'tl.--:n 3
to any Europsan Wumiermne
ar other foreygn-made gun for
the cover of our anneversary
pasne, Ag pood as they may be, there
worlbd b o 00, Berens, Glock or HE&K
e U MGEL LURPOTIANG cover sinee Lhe
T anmiversany i whicl. illl.'i.l."l\_"'L11i|||:|l'.

testured a Ruger CGF- [,

Cover Gun Honor

The orchestrofion of cur onniversary
izstie bepan over o year ago, The decision
for ihe cover gun was anyliing bt basty.
Eanadly, | senbed on the one gun that bes
represents everyihing et s nEagEzIne
amel the handgun industry stands for: the
Ao Mog

The Auto Mag was the first stanless
steel auio pisto] cver manke, This virteally
bl banlt gun was also the first magnom

;2

wutr pistol ever micde,

The Auto Mag represenicd a huge
Tanclmark m |::|r||.|5:|.||| ﬂ:_:mgn. I.I.'.illlllll'll-: F
short recoil rodary bolt sysiem. Every sin-
e pard, incloding all the intermals, were
mude endirely of tainless sieel,

Even the sear was machined from
sl srainbess!

The Auto Mag was invented by muver-
ick gun designer Harre Sanford who wen
on i tound AMT, the compuany that pop-
ularized the vse of stambess seel n the
manulaciure of auio pistols, The Birsi

i I ;.jh

Aute Mogs copped o bad reputation for reliability, but ir
wins duuﬂt; improper handloads more than the gun itself,

stnbess stoel 1911, the AMT Hordballer,
was miade by Harry as was the liide AMT
Back-Up. In faci. Harey has never mds 2
tircarm owl of anytueng bal corrosion-
reseslanl sleel.

Harry s infectiows love of guns wis
awary bil as pnportant a consideraion in
choosing the Aute Mag for our anniver-
sary cover a3 the gun itsclf

The origing Awte Moz Ared g brand
niwy cartridge called the 44 AMP, a M
rifle cose trimmed down o 130 CAL
using 4297 bullews. Tis ballistics fewiured
a 240 g bollet of 1MI0 fps and a 200
arainer at 1500 fps. Faclory ammunition
wis made in Mesico by Carfoclos
[raporirvos blexico (CDM )L Subsequent-

Tvoa 557 AMP rownd wis developed,
which was simply the 44 AMP casc
nesckecl-doam e 3577

There were seme 22 and 25 caliber
weildear Auro Mags made for noned
fircarms experimenter Kent Lomont as
weell a5 some highly collectibke versions
b fon Lee Tucas of Super-Wel Gme.

Aufo Mags commaned collector prives
tockay. Anad in o recent Goen Lisr fearnred
iomint comdition “Fasadena Ao Mag
with the mosi commuon barrel lengih,
Al A AMP swith one box of amimo
Poer 32350, A costom-order
Jwrras gune like o “Grizzly™ or
i Backpascker” could casily
fetch 404K

The rarest of all Aupio
Blags ure the three Bi-Centen-
mial Models that never weni
inio F|'|_'u:||.||_'|i|1|': Chrmately
engraved and intended o be
limited 1o 200 guns gerial
numbered USA 1776 to LUSA
15976, The run never was mace
due fo business rensons,

Sernal number USA 1777
belongs fo Larry Lirgssonn,
Hary s longrione friend and
AMT s R&ED expert since
shortly afler the Awio Map's
imcepds,

Harry owns USA 1576,
amel the fst gun, USA 1776,
i5 in the hands of an Auln
Ml collector Grossman esii-
mites the vilue of a Bi-Len-
tennidl Auto Mag ag S300HHL

Shooting An Auto Mag

Audck ?ﬁul_'.x umnlarly carned & repLia-
von for unreliahility, The problem was
it the zuns, bal reboaded pmmmunition
invariably hindloaded oo hot, The mech-
umsime of Ihe Al Belag ks SERRILIVE
to the recoil impulse generated by the
Armdge.

“The Aube Mag is o short reooil refary
swsteny,” Crogsman exploined. “When it's
feeding rounds from the magazine, ihe
balt arls o da certain PN, PRI
AY before o cloges, then it rotates o
the vight and locks indo the hamel wath six
locking lugs, Afer it fires, the barel and
boll come hack until the barrel siops
apainsl the frame when it hits whial's
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called an “mecelerator bbock® which gives
the beinlt an extrn bost to come back.

“IF o ook an Ao Mg with an BL48°
barrel. youn didn’t peed the: scocleraior block
becinmse Hhe 1'.:|r|'|-:l_|:'-.: developed enoagh
caergy insice the barrel 10 cycle the gun.”

Auto Mag History

Hirry fircd up the originnd Anto Mag
Corporation m 199 selly Tous T R
Crpessrmon cume o owork for Horry ol the
tledzling company as a machinist wmd
stayed with lim through the differend peri-
auds i Harey's colorful gunmaking career

Colorful is o polite way ol '\c:L'_-.'ill_;.'
“gporache Tasheres"” Harry hos been bank-
rupl at least once thal §was able 0 deter-
mine. He manulfaciured guns ander six
different corporations, bul mever was
there uny hint of unscrupulons husiness
practices mvalved in iz inselvencies,

Harry's disuppointrments were alwiays
due 10 the same thing— mnning ot of
money by doing stupid things ke oot fic-
o emplovees when times werne lough.

"EE;I_.’F}' trenied his cmployees hike fam-
ihy,” Grodaman said. “Even when fimes
were muzh, he'd do everything he coubd
to kecp things running and ned lay amyone
off, IF rmigphd med have been the smiard bosi-
ness decision, but that’s just the way
Harry was”

When a venture Moundered. Harry
rebounded with churucieristic grit. Afler
the Auto Mag Cosp, went belly up, Hany
bought the patents 1o the pistal he imvent-
cd and, together with a parines, began
manufacturing the Auto Mag umder the
corporate mams TRE in Bl Monte, Calill
{TDE had been o defunct corporation of
Hurry s partner, 18 stood Tor Trust Deed
Estabes.)

Subsequently. TIE also namuiscioned
At .'ﬂ.ilg'\- in a MNorth Hollvwood Tocs
tion. Harry made some Auto Mags for
Iiigh Ctandard which were marked
accordingly. Finally, some Ao Maps

7d

The Aute Mag's bolt (above) rototed inte battery via a vnigue occelerocior
biock, The entire gun was machined from solid stainfess steel, Todoy Auvlo
Mags command cellector prices. [Oppasite, right] Clint Eashweod accepls an
Avto Mog from mmvenfor Horry Sanford offer “Sudden Impoct” come out.
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were made by 1 rangitionsl entity called
FEMEAIMC. OMOC stond for Ondnanee
Manufacturing Corporation,

[hee first Anto bags, known o collec-
ors as “Fasadens pons” were the besi
Puchimed from billets of stinless sieel,
the Pasodena-macde auns woday comamaned
premium prices because of their guality,
accordhng to fircarm expert and author
steve Fiestad who publishes the Blue
Bk OF Lsed Gy Vadues

But the Aute Mag was unprofitable. The
fazt Auio Mag was shipped in 1952 by
Hareys mewr company, AMT. The Jost 35
suns were serial numbered LAST | throwgh
LAST 35 amd, sceonding to Fiestad, were
the pooeest quality of all e Auto Mags.

A ™
ot

e e

‘A unigue hondgun, the Aot Mag las
nevier been a coivmercial success dige o
high manufeienng costs and mitial -
tioning problems, mostly attriboted 1o
handlosding.” Fiestad wione

“We used 1o joke that we should have
rubber-banded a hundred dellar Bill 1o
every Auto Mag because we just lost
memey on them,” Grossman recalled with
i grim chuckle. “Harry sold ihem for
3205 retail and | think it cost us more
than that o moke thea, ™

Lessz than 10,000 Auto Maps werne
rnufacied i total.

Farewell To A Shooter
A lifelong shooter and hunter. Harry
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Sunford loved guns, He went 1o the rang:
almost every day of the week, mot 1 test-
fire his wares, but just to shoot. Harry
wits activie in the San Gabriel Gun Cluh
since 1947, He was club president in
1967 and executive officer smee 1900, [F
yiou"vie evier been involved with “pun club
pelifics,” you know just how dedicated
vou have 1 hal

I'went 1o the San Gabriel range with
Harry once, thinking be woubt rofl ol sey-
el different maodels of his own puns for us
1o shoot. You know, impress the Mesiling
eclitor with 2 .22 Miznum A Moz 11 o s
flame-breathing .50 AE Auto Mag V.

Wrong. That day Farey felt like shoot-
ing a Colt Gold Cup. a Sminth & Weseon
Maodel 29, and a round of trap with his
Ferozzi, 30 thode were the suns we sho.

I cannot think of another gun manu-
lacturer who would trot our his personal
guns i Shed with a visiting editor. Harry
didn’t give a damn about schmooring, he
wanted 10 go shooting!

I pulled Harry's chain for years after
that because | bewt him, 25 1o 24, with his
0w Perazzi on a round of trap. “Hey,
Harry, let's shoot with that fany Perazzi
of yours!™ I would tease.

Precisely five days before | was sched-
uled to drive to the AMT Fictory in [rwin
dale, Calif., o interview Harry for this
article, he died of a sudden hear anack.
He was 65,

Harry waz o bull of o man, barrel-
chested with & lean, powerful physigue.

—
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The barrel marking above indicates o
lote: production AMT gun., The bas#
Aute Mags were made in Pasodena
by the original Aute Mog Corp. in the
early ‘Fis.

The meost commaon barrel length was
&1 /2" with wvent ribs, Buf ather lengths
end shapes were ovaoiloble by custem
arder.

Harry kegd o set of barbells by his desk
and whenever be talked on the phione, he
vl pumg iron. His handshake sis as
firm ami stivnge as his word, 10 Harry was
el spunky that day, he could pul
crush-grip on your hand thar woeld lier-
ally make you wince.

Harry didn™ drink or smoke, e i a
headthy diet years before it was trendy
He had no hestory of heant disease, I
spunds e, b his desth wis sudden and
b pechd.

Harry's fongtime Triemd and hunting
companion, HL, “Bill™ Richard son,
deliversd the ewlegy at Harey s over-flow-
ing heneral, Bill wold several anecdoles
abouwl Harry, but perhaps the most
poagnant wiss abour the time Harry amd
fill were knocking around Monterey,
Calif., a quaint seaside rown in central
Calitornia.

“Harry and 1 bumped st Cling Ease-
word, Clint had juest featured the Anto
Mag in his movie Siedden toepaey, He
invited us fo play goll with kim the (ol
lowing day on Cypress Point, Some
men swonld Kill fo plav that famous,
exclusive course— espechilly o nvited
by such a well-Enown cebebrity. Harry's
comment was, “Rah, Bill and [ 200 3
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gime sorme adher place,”™ Horre's fraemd
recallbed

Thal was Harre, Unprefemious, down
l-giarth, And arguably the las) American
gun designer with the spirit of rugged
inclividuwalism that makes this COUNLY

and this magazine— 1

L

Restalery sivedd Be redgssaned it AMT s
CORMERE U fasiness Wil iy extengive
Hue of gualitv-made staintess sieel
fireorms. Modine Sanfoed .Il.r."'.l_'|"_|' Ipr i
Srfienal sreeifears, whom he arrried i
1988, will operare. AMT o, aw she said
“Keep Harry's dream alive "

AMT marifaciores e Back-Up 380
and Baeck-Lie L5 gr well s their P07
series, gad several clhamberingy il A
More dvscendans sl ar the 22 M
At Mavyy B arend 30 Cranfrinee Averos Wenp JH,

Harry's Lest projec was o stainfess
el rifle aeion witl aor aeadsamati

Wl
the ey feativres from r."i‘-'-!'-ll'.'-c'l'-l':-'
desigis wuch ax e Mauzer 98 ard pre-
‘ol Mode! 70,

Fow o ey af AMT wares, o can
crere t A e TR TRL g I e Nomitog e
St Depes AN, Tewindale, CA 94702
e (SR 33406029

e ——









