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The
Auto Mag
Story

by KENT LOMONT

In this final report the author —a fully
qualified expert on these powerful hand-

guns—covers adjusting and servicing, AMP
components and their life, desirable
modificauons, trigger tuning, scoping the
pistol, shooting positions, et cetera,

SE'\-’ERA.L, THINGS cen be done o
the bolt, eacking piece and bolt rotar-
ing pin for seeoth positive function-
ing. The balt contact surface, of the
rocating pin should be palished to a
mieror finish. Chuck the pin in a drill
and uge 4} grit paper first, then
finish with ceocus. Halt rolating pins
usually lagt 1,000 to 3,000 rounds in
the 457 and 750 ta 1,500 raunds in the
#4. They sheuld be examined period-
wally for cracks in the area of the
firing-zin hole. Origiral ping mede
from 465 steel and tha new 17-4PH
Aave never broken for me, and they'ra
the type | prefer. A few batches of
poorly  heat-treated rotating  pins
were made. They break in abgut 20
rounds, but happily they are aayily
réplaced.

Wich the balt in the gun, opersting
ruds out, rotating pin, firing pin &nd
spring in and safety on, mave tha halt
fora and aft. Mate that the firing pin
and spring move through the hole in
the ratating pin. Eliminate any drug
by polishing the hale, the firing pin

and the spring, Do not alter ihe
woight of the firing pin or sharten the
spring before reading the section on
firing pin enerpy, Naie whether the
rotatitypin hole is pointing forward
or at an upward or dewnward angle
Thie is controlied by the flat gn the
front left of the pin and the way it
coftacts its mating ac on the inte-
gral projactien. The pin sheuld enter
the projection easily but nos allew
any rotational mavement that wil|
oock the hole up or down to cause
drag an the firing pin and spring It is
2 good idea to carcy a spare, pro-fisted
rotating pin.

The spring-in the back of tha balt
rotates the balt to the right whan it
bas moved far enough forwerd to
engage the helix, All surfaces of tha
helix should be palizhed to & mirror
fimiski, for its starting paint and angle
provide the preciss rotation necesgary
for easy disengagement from the bar-
el lugs. Howewer, some guns that
open raughly work perfectly. Each
EUn is, seemingly, a law anto itself

Part Two

The entira inside surface of the bolt
should be polished and the edges gon-
erously radinsed i Lhege Jobs were
not done Bt the factory. Az the bolt
unlocks, its bottom rotates on, and
then moves rearward, across the top
cartridge in the magarine. Therefore,
a big radivs on the bottom roar edge
aften aids oparating smaothress, Al
locking: lugs should be deburred and
polished. & slight radius shogld be
Put on the lawer rear edpe of the ot
tom two locking lugs becavse these
must ride over the axtrectar proove of
the top eartridge in the magazine,
Some magazines hoid cartridges at
such a&n engle that these lags ean
catch in this groowe. Radiuging elimi-
nates this, But don't tske of too
rtuch! Bemember that thesy are logk-
ing lugs. The bolt then shauld be
shucked in & lathe end polishad with
crocus. [ no lathe is available, the
gelt can be held in o padded vise and
hand polished in mines. Mo matear
what Jubricant iz dsed the kglt will
boome seratehed inshort order whan
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Weally lemoni kolovng wmpeied ge
wgen borrel 37 ARE Thiy baored
svambiy welghy 1008 o1, whics
i s redusied eaight For goad
functipmng  with 5501 builwiv

fired, a0 it should be periodically tak.
en sut and rapolishad

The gecior should move assily and
smaothly, Aush with the Balt Mace. 1t
aheuld not project bevond the halt
face ar it wiit cause jams as the bole
picks wp a cartridgs. The  ejcctor
needs @ strong spring for pasitive
ejaction. however, if the spring is too
strong it won't allow the almost com-
pletaly relaxed recoil-rod springs to
Tully close the action so the bolt can
rotate shut Remember, the ejector
must be pushed completaly Aush with
the bolt face before the belt rorates
shut, The ejectar snould be slightly
fatiened on the end and be highly
polizhed so that it dees net dig into
the case head as the holt rotates shuat
or picks up a cartridge,

A Critical Area

Extracsors, along with the BJEELOT,
are mast eritical areas in regard to
positive funclioning. Many shootecs
have experienced cases catching in
the ejection  port. Several small
changes have been made in the ox-
tractor and in the positien of the hole
for the excractor retaining pin, It all
nes to do with the distance the extrac-
tor hoak lies from the balt face and
the gectar-apring tension, Chamber
an empty sized cise and slowly open
tha bolt Note that the caze mouth

B6 anr ook poest

rube sbong the right side of the cham-
ber and barrel assembly, [F the ex-
fractor 4§ not near enough to the balt
lece and the pjestor spring is nat
strong enough, the caze will simply

fall out and lie in the port inslend of

being eiectad.

It must b possible to push the hoak
edge af the extractor cutward: svan
with ihe inner edge of the recessaed
holt head, and have it ratuen, amant h-
Iy, all the way in. Careful study of the
axtractor will show the areis to be
ground o increase this moveman
and the areas o be polished to in.
crease smaothness. The inzide edgo of
the extractor must be smoath to allow
easy rotgtion. ¢ mest be angled
slightly inward, be slase a the hale
face, be heat treated 30 it will not
bend. chip or wear. and it must be
able w move inward far enough o get
maximm grasp of the mase rim. [ the

Pur One of The Avte Mog Story, which ap
peored in our 304 edition, cavered the i
tary af the big piassl's batkground and gun-
wain, the Dumerove s mede in develaping
the 157 nad 44 Aeto Mogic the adverd of
Lew Jurrag ond his influsnce aa the arsjec
the mazerlah o=d their sonulociure, the
euunce of Avio Mag fenstioning, and 1 o,

extractar lace 15 just D05t far from
the bolt leee L shell will suse Tall o
in the part. esus nE fams

The starnles= el springs whe o
aed Lon guickly and shauld be changed
first thang il epectian dificelties arige.
af 1% 15 aften the case 5 the sxtrag-
Lo s right. Properiv set up the Aulo
Mag will extract and sect [O0F ol
the Lme. but thiz ara which has
caused many headaches, := nne that
can be sohved anly with et perienee,
Extractors wsually Lase 800 10 (300
rouids in the 44 and 1000t 3,000
rounds o the 357 I've olien ren nver
LK reunds of 367 AMP rapid fire
with friends loading chips, withaul a
single fuilure o extract and awel—
with very hot londs. Thin pets the Eun
so hot thal the grips start smaking.
and the pun must be dunked in water
a cowple of times to keep it working.

In summary, the case must be hald
close enough to the bolt face so the
ejector can tilt it o the right 1o rub on
the chamber and barrel lugs 2a the
pun opens, el still have enpugh
spring lension to fip the case sut
when ita mouth clears the port. The
cage contact grea during aection can
prafit from & palish, especially the
remaval of g burr that sometimes ex-
ists at the inside frant of the sjactian
porE.

Intarlocking cars affx the tocking
piece to the rear of the balt. Thepe
should be almost ne play betwsen
thess units when the bolt iz in locked
position. Ta chegle for this ook the
lug end of the Bolt in & padded viss,
attach the cocking pisce and rotate
the bolt nte locked position. Mow sea
hevw much play exists when the cock.
ing piece ig tipped upward and down-
ward. Very shght play iz OK, bt
none 1§ better. When the gun s fired
the bolt is stopped by the tensianed
recoil-rod springs and contact with
the belt-rotating pin. The cocking
piece is retained by the operating
rods located on the bottom and below
the center of the bolt The tendency,
thorefore, is for the cocking pince to
Ritempt Lo bend downward when the
pin stops the bolt. Any play betwean
balt and cocking piecs*will strain the
wp ear af the ball and eventually
break 1t off The 3557 will ugually
function with the top ear off If the
broken piece is left wnd is posi-
tened correctly, then heavily lubri.
cated  with F5-1265 in the 10.000
visoosicy grade. Often iv will last for
another 1000 0 1,500 reunds, some-
times more. The 44 will usually last
orly 400 te 500 rounds with the op
enr off and then only with marginal
functioning. Properly fitted, the wp




war will last wround 15 o= on the 44
aoed AL rrands eno e 367 | had & v
ple o nver THHD riunes nefors Bresking
Prawely frited, thee wan lngr 500 rpumds
W are testinga new holt materal thal
mav glirmangte dregkage

Cocking Piece and Hammer

As the cocking piece mowes hack. 6L
ALarts oocking the nammer and then slips
mver U Lhén, a3 it slame home o oagaen
rubs across Lhe hommer Somecimes ke
cocking mece pregcts down past the bor-
e of the boll. This area of the sxeking
prece can stend rome palishing, as can the
ol angd cocking piece contact areas of the
hamwmer, Becarelul ned o remave mecal
Irom the hammer or thers moy noc he
ennugh left for the bole v puah L back: o
Tull eock. | waually 3mwath these areas
with 404 grit paper and cracus. and some-
el nitiel condours muast be changed
shightly with 2 file. Do oot weakon this
aren ot may beeak. A amall Faibed see
Lasn of metal al the botlom of the hommer
groowe in the cocking piem sometimen
provente the hammer from going lully
farward: it showld be removed.

The wngics of the inwepral projeccion m
the frame can b polished byt use sxtreme
carg sl o shorten che bt gafecy toppet.
I tha aalety 13 puton while doing cthis, the
tappet can osually b= pushed all the way
down into the frame. IF ic cannol, remove
the rtappel  befere  polishing  General
smonthness can Be increpsed by polishing
the sontsd, areas ¢n the frame and barral
assembly, being carcful to keap them flac
Do not remeve tea much metal to get all
o] marks out or the barrelTrame play
may be incressad 1o the point where the
bolt will Bind as the gun eyelas.

Feenil red springs should be the maxi-
e engthe thoe witk athew- e balte 1o
come nll the way Fearward and most he of
parrecl tension. Incrense in tension often

© petessitntes incrensed aceslerator throw.
Heeodl rods and gprings benefit from pale
ishing, are the ends of Ehe Tods ean be Fad-
iused for @ gineother return o bactery
Rough reccilored channels in the frame
ean be poliched, but be careful not w0 re-
move any metal or the rods may bind as
the pun civses, Recoil rods laat forever and
the. springs arourd 12,000 rownds, afier
whizh they are almost worn through, espe-
cially at the rear. Frequent lubrlestion
wauld probably help this, but they are
cheap.

Trigger Bar

Trigger har clarance is anather eritical
Ared on the Aute Mag The belt rotates
Y degress from |oched W unlocked. Note
the small cut on the bottom rear of the bolt
and the seioty tappet which extends
thitugh the center of the integral frame
projection thot houses the belt. The sofety
lappet maves up inwo the small cut when
the balf has rotsted shit. The tappat is
beld in place by the trigper bar which, in
turn. 18 pushed up by the cripger-bar
agring. Therefore, when the belt rotates
open upen hring., it pushes the bolt safety
tappet down againat the tension of the

tngger-has springEe Ui pushes the trigper
har dnwn pael the poanl where 11 eagid
enntact the spar Whe tnpgger were pulled

Thiz is the reszon | warned agaimat shors-
eming the safiety Lapeel while polishing the
sERide o Lhe Trame projectian. [7 the: tappet
war ahinriensd. 0 would pal pash the trigs
ger bar grwn far énough o miss the sear
when Lhe ball ek rocsued  the unfocked
pesition. This might meke ic possible
fire with an unlocked ar parly bocked ol

Ta see the effec che boll agfety Lappel
has on the way the figger bar and sear
asrembiy worh, remove the right zrim
panel Mote that the trigger bar contacts
tha aear whan the irigger i pullad with
the halt locked, Then push on the muzzie
Lo cause wnbocking and note that the tap-
pel. pu=hed the tnigger bar down belps
alignment wilh 1he sear. Pushon the safo:
1Y Lo xee hewe Lhep salety piare prvots-doswr)
al Lhe forward end, discomsecting thie trig-
ger. and wp et the rear snle 8 naleh in she
eoeking mese, kicking the action shal. The
gafely also cams the hameae back out of
engugement with the fear ohd pasitively
hilechs the hammer.

To check trigper-bar clearones, procesd
ag lollows: with the grips and chip re-
mowed, the pun =mply, cock the hammer
aad Bnop, Mext, push on che muzzle, caus-
ing pertial unlocking, and snap agam
While youare deing this, wazeh Baw much
the aelt racatas. | got up my guns La discon:
nect when the belt hos haredy starsed 1o

“rotate. ) the gun can be fired with the balt

mete than 105th unlecked, adjusteent
should be made by sameone ompetant to
difn. [F you want bo try it you ave on FodE
awn, hut here's how!

Bolt Adjustment

Rewwwe the right grip. On some guns
the (rigger bar com 5F cocied murward
alightly ax the bettom. Naote thaet as it 8
socked fnward, the ear-ontacl portioa
drop= slightly. Sometimes the grips hold
the trigger bar o, preventing this autward
cocking. Therefore, if the piece wos sot up
for mipi muam clearanss with the right grip
off, snd if the right grip acoually did con-
Lacy the trigger bar &1 the bottomn and puash
itinslightly, iteould result in g perpeiual-
Iy disconnected trigger when Lhe grips
ware un. The Bottem of the safecy plate can
also push the trigger bar againel the
frome, depending on how much clearonce
axiate | prefor 19 carefully bend the safaty
plate in ai the bottem w keep the trigges
bar from canting surward. Too much hand
will bind the trigger bar. Be careful not 1a
break the eafety plate, ns most are hard
Using the bottom of the safeiy plize wo
hold the trigger bar stroight and prevent
canting out at the bottam oilen nlss im-
proves and slightly lightens the trigper
pull. Make sure there is no dist in Lhe safe-
Ty tappel cut on the boftom of the bolt and,
mEl impartantly . make cettain that nath-
ing prevents complote wpward and down-
ward movemantof the 37igger bar. Be sure
the trigger-bar-speing is pushing the bar
imki comn plete contoct with Che cappet

‘Twa thimgs can be done w effect quicker
diseonnection of the trgger. Dne is 10 sub-

slitute o longer safecy tappel. An astier
way is teearelully file the roar stopin the
trigEer bar-until it barcky pontacts the sear
whtr e belt sk licked, In practice, | file
widhe Chos gune assembied until the pun dis-
connects with neet & 2lighl rearwand move
ment of the darrel (6 course with Lhe ball
wery for hack the hammer will hin e
eocking pigce mstead of the fiFmg pm
anvway. | then cheek with Lthe barred of
and the bolt all the way home by eetating
Lhe bolt sligntly by hand withoot putleg
an the cocking prece. When fling, be cars-
el net to-toweh the sear. The moge work-
g chesrance is obtained with the bammer
doswn and the el ggar bar wedped as far &=
it will go. Do the amacisl ﬁlinp; with the
barrel assembly on, s somw aegemb]ies
haold the halt back a Lictle and i1 fitled with
the barrel off the tripger muy be discon-
nested withye the barrel agsembly on. IF you

“pood and go d little wo far, thengs ean be

made rightl egain by woking a littke of the
safety tappet- [ nut go any Aner then
neceasiry o o small bit of dirt in the safs.
ty toppet cut, an the rear of the cocking
piesz ot on Lhe barrel assembly, mov enuse
disconnection. Properly ser up, the dis-
conmneeler b very reliable.

The trigper-bar apring oo guns wnder
ADESA0 5 Reld i by lack! IT it beunces
gut, the bar will drop deen bolaw conbact
with the gear pnd the trigper will become
inaperative. OF gourse, the pisce will fire
upaide down, but who needs that? The (oc-
Loty smstalls this spring with a touch af
epoxy on 18 bottom. [ you ey this, be
carelel not to glue the spring Logs=ther or
get ghue berwesn the irigger ber and
frame, I the pring that pushes the sear
forward comes out, the sear will mot en-
gege the hammer ratch and the hammer
won't stay cocked. Properly tnstolbed, it
will ot come out. The trigger-bae spring
shanatd bergtightl vy smatier ot the trprend-1o-
fit tha trigger bar n little tighter, then it
would not come put Mew frames have a
small hele Lo belp retain chis spring. This
works best of all.

I an Auto Mag is fired from an open
bolt, the shooter wan't be hurt bocauss the
bolt will be stopped by the rotating pin,
and that wsually cracks it. Somelimes tha
frame ts crocked slightly theough the inte
gral projection, the cperating roda ate
bent, the barrel Jatch broken or bent, and
the bottern of the barrel asseenbly dam.
aped froen hard conioct with the barrel
lateh. 56 . . . il you mre unsure about this
disconnect business, bave someone that
kopes check [t aut. 1% a routine adjust-
ment for aqualified AutoMag mechanic.

The AMP firing pin (& of the insrtia
type, which es firing-pin  weight,
spring length ond tension critical. 17 the
pizce s assemblad without the spring or
with & apring of too Hitle tension, it gan
fire a5 the balt slams home before lscking
ratation i achieved. Bacause the action
workd vislently, the menuwfacturer has
made the firing pin very light and the fir.
ing pin-spring vecy strong. 8o long as the
rewrward provragion of the firing min is
adequaze and the two meinsprings are of
correct tensien, fring will ocour properly
Az the munsprings are of atsinless steel.

Imn v o BT



#ril Facking shoating o 30 AMP wilh 130.gr. HE bublets o4 2250 fpa,

thay teke a 2l of around 2.000 rounds,
aler which there may be some musfiring.
Probably the safest thing o do 15 o re-
ploce the mamsprines,

Primer Types

| have madified my puns w fire rifde
primerss) | can g0 Uy heavier loads in test
work withoul piercing rame mokes of
primers A plerced primer will usualiy
luawe & small bil of metal in the firing-pan
nule These can cause misfives by oaking
ap firing-prn snergy. They can be removed
by taking ol the barrel assemhbly and dry
firing a couple of times ta dislodge them

I nave never had prerced SC1 large piss
Lol magnum primers. however. Headspace
ahould also be correct o aveid pilerced
peipers Cases Sesigned for rifle primers
sometimis allow peetol primers 1 be seat-
ad too desply for reliable gmition

Never Inad & round directly inta the
chamber and drop the bolt under Tull forea
Ewen if the gun doss nod fire from this,
wxcesy headspace will be grested, causing
misfires and damaged axtraclars,

A bamafic to gl Aute Mags is an incrense
in firing-pin protrusian through the rear of
the cocikeirg piese. [ do this by carefuliy
reducing Lhe thickness of the rear face af
the rear disc on she firlng pin by abeus
0157, thershy inereasing protrusion by
this amoent. This methad inereases fring
i energy without danger of firing from
ar apen belt. Neching is gained hy grind-
InE the frant Tace of the front dise — theps 13
already a lut of procrusion here. Far sale.
ty's sake, the firng-pin spring should be
roplaced every 3,000 rounds because
gets worn fTom going back and forth
threugh the hole in the rotating prn.

Any rime the firing mechanism is
warked vn, fire 8 round and then luok ac
the peimer of the newr vanfired) rownd

BB rewgie pars?

chamberad. Tt ghauld nol be dented, The
wune | have sel up by shertening the pin
have lired over 50,000 rounds and neser
firgd £E e prece closed. But it's passible.

Trlp;ger travel prios u sear EnpapEment
15 ndjusted by an Allen serew through the
frame above the erigmer: Trawel alter sear
relense is adjusted by Lhe screw o the
frant center of the tragger taell. Botk ad-
Justments &re (mportant and shoukd be
Lov-Tlled after being set Older gune used
a fine thread, the newer ones a coarser
thresd with Hylok washers. Al wili
change odjustment with shoating, hepes
the need for Loc-Ties.

Trigger afler-lrave] se1 ac abeolute min-
it can lead w deeragded hammer enes
gy and musfires. This ccours i the sear s
pushed juat (ar enough o release the
hammer bt pon far encugh wo clenr the
quarter-cock nateh oF the portion of the
hammer ateve it This can be checked by
slowly moving the hammer back and forth
through its are while holding the 1rigger
as fur bock as it will go. Any roughness
felt ot the gquartersock nowch position
capld be the result of sraufficient sear
movement. Roughbess should be morraciad
by skghtly turnicg aut the after-travel
serew, Better oripper pails with less after-
travel can sometimes be had by carefully
grinding a litdle off of the nammer ghove
the quarter-vock pastion Lo prevenl Lhe
rubbing created by & minimum  afler.
travel setting. Occamonally roughness
caused by the hammer or the mainaprings:
rubbing, which should be corrected

Improper sdjustment of the wrigger pre-
trovel sefew can make the gun inoperalive
after the first shat hecauss it won't allow
Lhe trigget bar to move in frant of the sear
to push it again, On soma guns, if pee-
travel is st at abrolute minimum, this
ieads w a condition knewn Lb stngie ac.
tinnz ak firing from the "lzlse hall-cock"

nsieh Thos arcurs in ine Jy Map waon
Rie pree 1 SCTE s Qemen 1 oine kel fm
#ear wnme all The way leward |newean ol
AreppIng IREE e Ondbame gl b yuarer-
ook mateh, Che senr uSl poniace The
noeh'z edire henos o pell an the o
will drap the hammer To coresst this, o
are-lravel gerew  mbauld ke werned g
shantly This aenditam dessn o cceur an
all Awie Maps anly on e wheoee A
arvel gqunrierack edpe surfices are sich
that thev will catch and sadd The Auw
Map sl ner be catried ab Che yuarser-
ek nch any s nnl e purpase is w0
funcuon ax 4 palely cotch i the shonier
droge the hammer while atempning o
eia Lar n the event ol Tullonel nach
fariure

Trigger Pull

Trigger pull can be ympraved by eazelyl
stanmg of the sear and Talleock nncek
Thiz miskl e dims exiremely careliliy ar
the meer wiil noo stay fully aucked under
the violent lorces ol reeail, Some ludieis
cunes = or L) much — used an the sear gpn-
Lzt surface wilk cause the hammer Lo stay
uneocked by peer-neducing the frictson, [
other words, if vour Auls Mag win't stay
cucked. glean T ali buhricants and oy
agnen. In any event, b mont caredul when
working on the sear and hammer ratch,

As mentiongd before, smoothness o g
eralign can be incTeastd hy polishing the
mating surfaces of barrel assembly and
freme. Mose of this 15 beal done oy wrap-
ping 2 large file first with €00 gri1 paper
and then emery, and palishing in the
direction of barrel movement The four
outer frame concact surfeces of the inte:
gral peojoction can be polished. as can
thoir santect patnts in the bsrrel assem.-
Bly. All toal marks inside the sclion in che
aren of the sjection porl can he removed: &
alight radiug on the boftom edge of the
chomber helps smanch leeding. Den't over-
de this ot part of che case bead shiws (he
selid partion vweb ) may be unsupported, a
dafinite hnrard pe 80000 oo P The inside
of the chamber zan be polished by wrap-
ming a rod with crocus and wrning with 5
drill. and the sides of the lugs by wrapping
asmall file with emery and wOrking care-
Tudly. Adiof this will materially aid smonsh
lunctlaning, especially in the 157 AME
The trigger bar and frame, hald-open de-
viee, hammer sides, ond the contact areas
of all these, as well as the barrel azsembly
dovestail and frame contnce press. cen
likewize be polished, T prefer not o palish
the safety and hammer contact aceas as
this makes the safety wh ensy w ijsengags
accidentally. [on't polish beo much, of
COErER, Juak remove mast of the tosl marks.

I the anup ring thet balds the safety and
the safety plate spacer comes off, the safe-
ty ean slip lar enaugh aut of the frame that
the hammer can hic the enlarged portion
on its cight side. This makes it impossibile
to eock the hammer wntil the safecy i
pushed back in. 17 the erang salety plate
spacer is instnlled, one that does not allow
QLD clearance betwesn the salety fever
shouler and the frame. problems can oo
cur Too much ciearstee moy bind the



kanmwr acd erough clearancy may hin-
det poeration of ithe salely plate and put
v misch sleam G0 Lhe SNap TIRE. CAURINE
11w coeme off aguin. | Rave rubhsubaned
Beavier amap Angs here UhEL never mme
Al The oripinals are nol strong enoush
b 21 the orniminal o
Moz maneal Alss nnle hat the charp
edpe of the snep mog should be natalled
away trom the gun |f Lhe radius side &
wutward the ring will snap off wo casily

Lazs of the sninp ring which retarfq che
mn at the front of the hold-open deviee
giver rige woancther problem. Then the
hold-open moves aul for enough 30 that
the stud an the 2lip slips pasi i1 and does
mist hesld Lhee bolt apen after the bost shol,
This makes the clip difficull to remide
Becouse Lhe stud haz e be palled down
past the hold<span eacch = which 13 & good
waw b pull the Bartem oat af the clip! It s
odvisabile to remnws Lhe lelt gop, hold the
holdopen away ol Lhe clip contact peant
gid vwith your thitd erd fowrth Bapds!
rumove the clip, On some puns that part ol
the hold-sgen which steps the holt liphtly
pabs the [eft sade of ils cutogt in the [rame
grd doer not ollow the hold-open o mave
oiat evan i the snap ring 15 loat. Gun® @a
fitted will not usually kae the snap ring,
either, bul must hiwe & high polish at the
holdsaper and frame contact ot t alles
sy movement. IF the clip stod dess Aol
protrude [ar sncugh. 16 will sometimes elip
past anyvway. Just push it out sgein. 1itie
o Joase 16 can be removed and slightly
fnttered. but this is dificult as it 15 very
hard. The sharp lip oo this soud is impers
tant hecaues it catches m & macching out
an the hoid-open. Some have ground this
ofl and then found that ithe gun will nol
atay open after the laar shor Be careful!

Anything that prevents full rearward
mavemeni of the BolT will alsd mike the
hold-oper inoperative on the Jas ahot
aimnply hecauss o i not going back far
enouph to engage. Also. remember Lhat
th Teeoi l-rod aprings are almost complete-
Iy compreased an tolal rearward mavement
of ihe bol, 50 the addition of two or three
eorla won'l allaw the boll o move som-
pletely rearward cither. Both length ond
wnaon of the recoil rod springs are
or |L-.r.n_=.

More well When fing a new bolt be
sure b chech trigger-bar clesrance The
depth mnd location of the bolt safety tappel
cul ¥aFies, &5 does s shape from lot bo lot
of ol Older baolts are deeper and il &
nwer bl is fitted it wall uaually result in
a perpetually dissonnected trigger until
the bolt safery tappsr 8 shortened, Con-
wersely, il the fitting i3 from shallow g
desp cut. the gun could be fred from &
partly of completely unlscked bolt, and =
must bove the trigger worked on. Keep
Lthis in mind

T
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Headspace

Headspace musi be correct for positive
aperation. Be very careful in prtem B
any sdiustments hece, What [ocall lug
clearance 15 imporant. With the bolt re-
moved from the gun. then inserted into the
barrel assembly and rocated 1o che correct

& bunch of Auto Mag pidtal some 1coped. ihess nel, plus os array ol Ralisen.

locked position, there shaudd be ahout
O e (015" forward and rearward play
in ihe borrelboll assembBly This s -
tralbed by the boldrant &rd reordharrel
contact in relanion w bareel-lug and boti-
lug onntact . When the boll contscls the
Eorrel ot the snme time the boll luge con-
taet the barrel lugs. there ia no clearance
or play. Therefore, a small pdece of debris
on the contect &reas of ball or barrel wilk
oot allow the bolt Lo shul. | usually orrest
this by removing a [ittle metal from Lhe
lremt of the bolt radius, but make =ure thig
is the problem before removing anything.
‘This should net he cheekad anti) ag beaxt
Hrrounds bave been fred to alive the ags
te seat in: olse, the lugs will take o little
fireher 21 88 Aring proceeds — uaually less
than 00 im seweral thousand rounds.
Remave the aooelerator and block when
therking this to eliminats any chanee that
they are interfering. Cecasionably the ex-
tractar will interfere hers, o0t e with-
auL saving that all aress mizst be sbsalute-
by elean to check this. Mow let's pesume we
have the lug chearance carrect

With the gun completaly aesemshled and
abpolutely clean, cocking-piece contact
with the resr of the barrel extension will
detertmine bow far forward the batt can go
Mote also that the foeward movemest of
the borrel assembiy is cpncrolled oy the
barrel latch. The replacement of even the
Barrel lateh will affect the headspace rels-
tlamghip if it allows the barre] assembly ta
mave forwerd or halds it rearward. I the
rear of the barre] extendion is 100 long, Lthe
bt will mat be able to mowe far encugh
Torwnrd tw rocate shut beeause it will not
clear Lhe barrel lugs: As small smounts of
meial are removed from pither the mear of
the barrel assembly or the frem of the
cocking piesd. & point is resched whers the
Bolt will just rataty shye. Tha rear aof the
oot hegs will just rab the frant of the bar-
rel [ugs. A hit of foreign materinl borween
the wocking péece and barrel sxtenaion or
on the lugr will prevent bolt rotation to

A extenl. | remose metnl preferanly
o b Pear of the harrel prwensian: e
there 1 00" Lo 01 clearance heiwesn
the rear of the harrel assembly and the
achking pieos when the cocking peoe 16
pulled buck while holding the barrel w
provent unlocking. The loge nos are con:
Lucting each o4 her when the oking peecs
18 puglled rearward and cun be pushed 008
Lo 0L forward belore fonlasting the rear
af the extanstan. I7 o loaded carmmdge is
Beadapaced to hald the balt hack so that its
tugs conloct the harrel Jugs. the piece will
Myretian aadv when cleen. When dirty from
firing only 8 few noacnds, the cartridge will
huld the bolt heck p few thousandihe,
preventing belt ratatian as the lups SEhpat
clear. Proper ammunition mus: hove 008
t DEF mare head-ipace than whatever
will jast allow the fugs Lo contoct. Then
the gun will functian. afer  several
fundred rounds, with 2 shight amount of
diTy in it See the Aandisader’s Digesz, Tth
ed., lor recommendotions on how 4o =Bt
ammunitien hesd-epace, pa l'“l."-'u'-ﬁl“l!.' (]
the 357 AMP,

The Rear Sight

The Aute Mag rear sipht 13 durabis and
rugged, bat pametimes has wa much play.
which affects grecidicn ahnoting.
play may exist berwesn the rear sight
platform and ste mortise This sidewayr
play can usvally be eliminated with
shims. Sometimes one 13 nececsary where
the rewr atght pin goes threugh Retain the
shim bv punching a hele in 1t for the sight
rerainng pin. Cheoasionally & shum @ re-
quired at the narrewer front portion: thee
ane can be glued in. | prefer o use 5 very
hard |:||r:.e'!1 and raise a slighs burrwelim-
inate this play if possible. The wide por-
tian of 1he sight ghoukd be laoger or anoth.
ar wide portion pat twoward the frompt @
help eliminate Lhis problem. Make sure
the rear wight i= free o mave up pnd down
afver thix 1= done: sL may reman up, gving
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puzzling high shats, (ecamionally the rear
sighe platlorm 12 o wide, causing bing-
ing 1L can be narrowed slghthy. Some.
Umes Lhee hole thraugh i© or the barrel g
semody i3 drilled aran snghe, requiring o
new and larger hole e line things up
again Remember that the anginal Rlars
bad ribs of 050 Rockwell Carperier 455
anesl. andl are hard wodrill, Even those of
15 AFH ran C-00 1 C-96 and are toaugh,

Becundly, there 15 rometimes w0 moch
play hetween the sight platferm =nd
Slade —the might may tp ceareard an
amount: equivalent w & ar B MO, Thos
£an b corrected by carefully squaezing the
prnove for the blade tighter, Do this a finle
ot & time I squiezed Lo Far the windage
Edisstment serew may na lenger fit, but
che proove can be opened up spsin. Be
earali] mat 4o impair Iree movemant of the
reneaight blode; this will perevent acew.
rale adjustments,

An pceaslanal load may print = high
that che gun cannat be sighted i sorrect.
Iy, especinlly with the 357 To porrect this,
remave g amall amownt Mrem the battom of
the rear sight platform, where the elova-
Lian screw goes through, therehy allowing
mare lnwsning of the rear-aight. Some-
times this necessicaces shortening  the
eievatian sorew. Do ned take so much off
the battom of the platform that sl thrends
are removed

If mare elevption i requited than way
can get by running Che elovation serew in
&6 [ar as 1L ean ge, sebstituts a bonpger ane.
This will prabably require relieving the
lront o the platfarm sfightly.

Magazine Latches

Sumnetimas the magnsing latch becees
30 warn from repeatad recoil that it allaws.
£he maguzine 1o (all aut on firing, Cure?
Try a pew maguzine Lncch The olg 1911
Galt 45 lsteh can be waed inoa pineh, bus
it's petualiy a little o small. The AMP
magazing Latch nets 88 & trigger stap and,
if too small, pulling the trigger may it i1
slightly, causing il 10 lede some of ite ETip
on thecdip, I the ¢lip is only partly seatad,
it won't be fully caught by the lach, A
leaded clip monds, ussaily, a 2mall ampunt
of gpwardidownward play to clear the
lateh and lev it fully enpage. However, Fue
been soms thiat werg Tight yet worked fing,
Too much piay is bad because it can con.
tribute to holl aver-ride. An undavelze clip
sometimss allows 50 much May it can dis-
ongage when moved ane way or the ofler
There'sn lot of stress 04 the clip a3 the bojt
rides back aver it and then picks up a fresh
mariTidpe under raoil ERAFEY, 30 it must
be plght. 1 have had several clips fire over
19,900 rounds apiece witheut werk beimg
necdind on the magazine lateh

A SEM-aulomatic gun i only as pood as
i1 clip. e discussed the hit-tho-shell.in-
Lke-midle or balt averride syndrame ear.
lier. Just when [ think this problem 13
alimunaed, i1t shows upagain,

The Aute Mag has mueh more recoil
than any other semi-zutamatic handgun.
Recoil \prmari |y in the 44 AMPS cauzes in
the cartridges o tp op at the noss <the

100 iaf om ot

nese j3 im fronc. thew're heavier thap L
FEAT. #nd the Pesr s ene bsed mare Ay the
mapazing lpe and downward a1 the base
Someumes thy hall clears |he G e
hase eoough te hil che carcridge sn Lhe
middle. +Anything which prevents eom.
plew rudrward travel of thie balt grves i
semme reult. oot for diferent reasans. as
cuplastied enriizr The hégvier che load nr
builet weight, Lhe more pronaneed is troe
tondency. | wied oumerow Crures” 15
cluding working on the frong of Lhe clip
lips B0 1he nose could not move up through
ther. Bul this required aitering the halt
&0 3t vould BLIL rotate an the partleclised
magazine ligs, and Lhat helped 2 lat. T alan
naticed that large acceleralor  theqws
worked beitay than small onex on che first
faw roands, but with fewer shells in the
i, Inrge throws made this type of jam
worse. Sevaral Metors ssem evidont here

Maristiuns in clipspring wension couse
areot differences in functioning, an dous
geReral smonthiness of clip operation, Tuo
[l tension allows cartridpes 1o move
downward (under rocail) eusily, pnd Loa
much tips the noss up. Bath sanditions (et
the balt hit the cartridge middle. Hiwever,
by carefully altering some of the above
characteristios, most 443 con be made fair-
Iy relimhle wich skl but the heaviest hu lbets
Al mavimum velwite. This prablem s
almost non-sxisient ip the 357,

Allclipa henefit from the Tallowing oper-
ationg: The fead lips should be slightly
rounded and polished 1o reduce the foroe
required L strip a shall, The top of the fal-
lower should be palished prd it front &nd
radiused more than on production clips.
Stdes and ends of the follawer can bo pal-
iahed, a5 well as the inside of the clip, the
clipspring and che chanoe] through which
the stud projects, Make sure the fllower
Foves Up far engugh to let the stud push
the holdopen devies all the way up for
Evnd cancaet, When everything is palizhed
clean, lightly lubricate all parts with &
good silicune spray belecs reassemaling.
Many 44 Aute Mag shooters kewp vwo car-
tridges under the magazine spring, reduc-
ing the caparity taonly 5 reunds, and than
use only 4 rounds in the tlip to improve
lunctioning. Clin springs deteriocate with
u5e and should be periodically chesked far
Lension.

Decasionnlly, espaciolly with heavy
Ioads, the ¢lip fneeh will disenguge during
recail. Pewally this ccours when the mogg-
sine-lateh plunger doge net Engage the
Fale in the magazine lateh carrectly, The
hole may be too szl o off center. O tha
spring in the lateb is tog weak or binding
Ir: its hole in the Framme. 1 this hoppens,
chech it our

Bedere getting alarmed aver al| of thaze
tne up and repair tips, realize that there
are abeul a8 many fe the Calt 45 ACE,a
military arm thar's been around for aver
0 ypears, The Aueo Mag operaies ot over
twice the prassure, i2 muych more accuracy,
and has been in existence anly 3 fittle gvar
8 vonrs. Cenerally, it sevaral times S
diffionlt £ get aoceptable functioning from
thi 44 than the 357, and in my Jpinin the
357 is the king.

When panderine ane prablem. 11 hor.
wer sodo o dot of tinking and lieths werk
until the pralelems i« tully underawes This
arunlly savee dming the werk aver and
buvipg a led af parte not really Tepded

Cleaning and Lubrication

A with mest fireasms, thy Auin Map
must be clean and properls unFiEg e oy
wark well. Sand 15 sapeeiallv detrimental:
2 slight ameunt in the asinn will =g
functioning immediately. The champer
st he 2loan toallew cusy clostng for KIS
Bive bole rgntion and eaty extragtion,
always carry a chamber hrush. Inetrriet
pewders ary the main cyuss of diFty cham.
ey difficultion. Ball powders bieeams g
cially divty a1 cold wmperalures byt an
SUpETIET 4l normal wemperateees Lubei-
cants that portly dissole hall prwders
are mandolory for functiening i enid
weather, The sccelerator and acooleratar
bloci sreas must be chean and lubricacad
The hieg sreas snd balt face are partioular
troshle spats becawse of habl powder (ol
Ing ar from hrass particles callecting,
Fauling ulsa builda up whare the helt on.
taefd Lhe inside of the barrel ageembly —
keep clean and lightly oiled. Pay speciat
attentlan te keeping Lthe edtroctns clenn:
usi a smaoll sUiF brush. Chenn tha belt, the
holt face, and any other urens thay show
fouling. Lightly Iubricate berwesn L
acceloTater ond pad, on the rutation pin,
on the surfaces of the bolt, on the outsige
o tha integral frame prajection. and on ol
rame, balt snd baresl assembly contael
Furncns,

About every 1O rounds the oalt
ahuld be cleuned and repolished ae poces.
sury. The cocking piees interior shoudd be
gleaned therpughly, then livhzally- §iled
with lubricant  belars reassembly [t
shoald then be pood for amecher 1,006
shals. Keep the olip clean inside ang light-
by niled. Carry apare clips 1 a powch, un-
der your clothing if passible, to keep oot
girt. This requiremant foc cleanliness e
the mpin reason the Autg Mag shoauld
he carried in oa chgediop halster or
shoulder rig.

Use aniy vegerable or synthetic.baze
ails on the AMP. Mineral-hased pils rezit
in gumnmy aperation, and many may gall
the mreul fuickiy. A clean smooth gun
will, with mireral odl lube, often funietion
narmally for & few elips, thonh becomed
wery reugh. Mineral oil does nol seem 1o
wel the surface and Lendy 1w congeal o it
tle droplets, Many, perhaps most, auts,
gun and howsehold oils re petralewn
'mingrall based. Castor hean or symthetic
uils are generally satisfactory if thoy wet
the surface. Same heawy.2u ty brake fuids
Besmn L womh okay, others don't. High
maolecular weight  palyalkvieng glyools
work well, correet vistosity Deing depen.
dent upon temperaturs

Inthe Tthed. Handiogder's Digest [anid
thet Dow Corning's Flucrosilicone Fluid
FS5.1265 in the 1.000 viecosity grado was
very good. and that | wouid test it in aoid
woather. I have. but oven the 300 viscosity
grade becomes o viscous (e pood enlds



dd AME n Il Pegoil Rar dpedidl 157 bwinl lopered-octagon barrel weighieg &F s,

wegther functinrming. For eold weather |
now always uee the 1000 ar 100 v ireaw-
ity Ly in the bolt area. and Lhe 500 grode
wory lightly on the aperatng rods. | use
Ekit: Two-Creele Moior Qil far the restc
excepl the firnng-pin spring. This works
wall i all temperatures down 1o oo, Ba-
low zere | use onby Kloaz, and then very

i Dalan favar the Dow Corning 1,000

Klatz oil costs around $3 & quarl (rum
Kiotz Spacial Formuln Produces <Box
1342, Fort Wavne, IN 488011, and is the
hest tound Auto Mag alltemperature
il 1 have tested, It piso seems 1o dissalve
ball posder residue, at least in part’ The
il supplied with the pistol, supmsediy
Castral. B mezareyels oil, is vary goed for
pralonged warm weather shooring. buat
unasable in cold weather
Penper clearing tals for the Auto M

are: & b bosthe brush simalar w the melis
tary 45 cal bryshes sold by surplus stores
cused Lo flew a o of solvens in Aeacing dirt
rutl: g milivary M-14 chamber brush for
remeving residue 1n the barrel-lug area: s
stifl beass barrel-brush: a sturdy rod with
tzp 0 hedd cheamng pawches, a wothhrsh
far the balt lace, extrocter and other areas
A rendilysbiaived solvenl = Coleman
fugl. which dissolves vegerablodnase oil
without leaving much fitm and is betger
than Hoppe's Mo, 9, thaugh Hoppe's can be
used te clean the barrel, The barrel wiil
soon becme copper washed, like contarfire
rifies, from the pressubes and velocivies
generated in the Auto Mag. This can be
cemoved with 28% ammonia or one of the
bore-cleaning pastes, though [ don't find
this jacket fouling hurts handgun accu-
raey. | don't hother to remove it

1 swauld like o receive & sample of any
lubricunt found gnad by other Auln Mag
shonters. I'll thien ropart chis inlormatian,
ax wizl | ge Lhe Lesl resa s chtained with i,
im the Aune Mag Mewsletter

Scoping the AMP

Thers are Lthree magor concerns when
segpnl the Auto Map the base musl stay
an the Barrsl the rings musi siay in Lhe
base, ard Uhe goops must stoy in the rings.
The only method Cve ever seen thor will
iviviedy hold the base on the barrel ke

thi 367, the 44 needs 3. bul three is best on
bath, [T yeu want to deill an extra hols,
HudGs can be ured i noplace of the 10x328

Lecstion of the habes will vary, depend-
ing on the base length Felecied and i1s pe-
sittan. Any hales behind the ocking
area are better drilled clear throagl
using screws that praject full depth. Thesa
con be cut off and fled Aush with tho ae-
tion sfter thorough tightening. Do ot drill
boles gver the loching lugs or over the
bolt-lue recers cdirectly 10 front af the bar.
rel lugs) becsuse of the thinness of this
gection Hales pwer the chamber portion
can be drilled abaut 375 deep. Measure
carefully srd don’ go through. On venti-
lated-rik barrels, drill through the rib
supporis and inte the barrel, but ot over
AT desp agasn, don't go through. After
tust fring te make surs the base does not
kove to be nulled to o different contour @
allow sighting in, wse LocTie on all
screws. [ always use Allen cap screws as
they can be pulled tighter and can be re-
moved much easier than wonventional
ECTEWSE

Before doing any drilling, pssemble. the
scope in the Fagd, put (L on the base and

olace Lthe umit on the harrel By
carefuliv and check clearancse
<ure [he senpe dewsnt Rl The mights
stands clear ol the muzzbs niasy, and ai-
hraes gasy mariuplacion of the hammer |
adiequate leprance £5 1508, most ks can
Fwe i lled anal e Bt ever thw rel Note chat
rih width varies especially hetween the
Bl and Ioneer barrels. Moke sure thers 3
slegquais thicknese e countermind  the
serewheasds: if nol. make suee the serews
U the sonpe o1 tings. Twi-pece
Ewe gmed. but theyre herder o
live up and aren't as satisfaoory s Lhe
.

The seape must oot
apie Lhe ermific stram
beibd  evien henvier seapes an the
Wealherhy allow shppaae an ¢
Mag. OUn the Auea Mag scopasship e
from mecoil” This shows thot the r
forees are greater than che foeoes oxerted
ar thee seape when the Barre] assembly =
abruply swopped by the rame lug, whech
would wend w make the spops move rear
ward. [ have lound a0 cornmerical rings
that will hold a scope on the 44 o mare
thim 500 rowrds of for mare then 1000
rounde on the 357, even when epoxied,
anicrs ome of the lollowing veo things.ia
done. The first is the useof onextrs paire
backup rings epaxied into pasitian behind
the primary rings which are attached to
the baees. This inereoses Che surface area
of contocl.znd will hold for many theu.
sands of roundz—which s much langer
than any eoope will |88t The second
method e L position Lhe scope: 5o that the
rear ring maked (el conteet with the rear
bl o thee scope. The redr inside surfsos of
the ponlact ring can be radivEed or bellied
b match the contoay on the soope o elimi-
nate marring. This method is harder on
the seops DEcE e I0 puka most of the strasn
o the rear of the scepe. Soopes will hold in
Weaver rings on the 44 5&W Mognum for
awer 25,000 Rl power rounds, with Jjust
the wse of Loe-Tite and epaxy, but not
anywhere near that long on the Auto Mag.

Nexl, the rings must hald the base, and
nathing works better than Wenver FImgs
and hases which combing strengih and
light weight Coretrol rings ere held by
cone-ahaped serews which antes matching
holes in studs projecting from the bottom
of the Fingr. The cones pull oot @9 an wnac
ceptabhe exlént afler some SO0 rounds on
the 44 ond 1,504 on the 357. The aplit
rings, held topeiher at top by beautifuily
machined caps, hold up well on rifles but
quickly pull epart on the Auto Mag, I7

arelrn] mounts are ke uesd, specily
ome-piece rings. This will oecessitaie
nending the rear one open to get it arsund
the poope tube, but If done carefully this
will work satisfaetorily, and it mokes one
of the neatest looking scope rings for the
AMP. Uss the one-piece base made for the
G4 Marlin. The Conetrol abould be gped
oaly on the 357 AMF wnd only i [aas than
1,00 rounds are anticipated. Redield and
Luehler rings hold up well and will last
almast as long as the Constrol before
matling aut of the bases, When chuosing
the Wenver, use o one-piece §° base. [ pre-
fer number SB. =

Linm
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Tescs wath the mnunt Dovee Pence and |
designed indicatle it i~ the hesa hat rt's
=xpensive to make. It ez enverad warky i
this ortick, =0 will not be dercribed again

The most satisfaclory sonpe 1= the Leu-
prld ME-ER and chewr most durable cross-
hoir 1% the rapered one. | prerer the du.
phex peticle for reasens xpimned 1 the
long-cangs shoating xetion. Other oopes
con ke waed bt no other maiches the light
werght, sharp imeme gne rugped mess ol ke
MEIN. The Leapeld will usually hold up
Tor 504 Lo 100 munds om the 44 and 1000
15 2000 an the 357, 4L which pein the ret.
icle will shool loore of the plass wil]
break. The scope can be lactory reprized
‘ar this wrinng far under 320, & smatl
peroentage of the ammoe eogt reguited Ly
damage it

Sew iy warler seetlan ap laneng far -
formstian on harrel weishs and soeciers.
or modlifizations rugiired o assure (e
wening on scomed puns. as woll sk the
cammenesan Mag-Na-Porting

Leng Range Shooting

+ Lamg-range handgun shooting i the i
Limate wat of pan, ammo and sheowr, 135
agame, pure and sitple, but o bellova lat
of fun. Many puns and Inads that shoot
well 2t eloae range orp worthless a1 kang
range. But not the 357 Auto Mag —it s the
mnsL aegusale. sasicsd w hit with and spod,
repoAting handgun-cartridge combination
avgilable today,

Many eeunds fired (rom bench rest
throwgh scaped revalvers have shown that
all three S&W Magnum calibers are cop-
able, with pood amme, of an oocasional
one-inch group ac 104 yards, the average
beitig 3 to 4 inches. The largar calibers
Show mare extreme longerange mccoracy
than the smaller: the 84 Magnem ia bearget,
the 41 & clase second and the 357 a e
third, Sure, (Fe 357 Azs thel s chars of
inch growps at L0, but as the rapge reach-
28 loward the T00ward mark the larger
caliters show mope scouracy and spotabiti-
ty. Londing for even S-inch aEguracy is
critigal, and nat all batches of amme will
attzin il Almast any alloy with the morrect
bullet design and powder charpe will stay
tmder B inekes at L0Q yards.

Both calibers in the Aule Mug fre mare
securacs than the revolvers, as showm by
meny wEs, bue the diference in accuracy
is ot readily anparent under feld eondi.
tions. Like the Magnum revolvers, the g4
AMP w5 mare accurate than the 157 AMP,
but the difference (3 not nearty as ETREL ag
in the revalvers, The main rezson is that
in the revalver the Jump fraen cxlinder o
forsing cone damages the smallar Bixgun
Bullets prapartionally more than the larg-
erones, The Aute Mag does net suffer from
Lhis

Some of the best all-round long-range
leads for cthe Magnum revelvers are with
254, 2200 and | Td-gr. Heithatype bullets
baaded to 1450 fps from Lhe SEW B /0
with H-L1 powdar in the 44, 41 angd 347
Magnum respectively. These maximum
warking laads.with oo wind and goad
tight. will all sioy cn a man-gige target at
a foll 800 yards cnce sight hoid-over s

D2 rep cum pagesy

duoed

The diference 10 sonp-ranee feld acey-
racy netween 1he 44 Map and the 44 4 MP
15 meplirible with best hade ineach. The
I80ar. hulket an the 445 shned Hatter than
ihe Betth stvle, bt o6 men a5 seoyrgle pr s
BARN W Epal ak ramges aver 250 yarde. The
Ramme goss for the | 0.0y, sompared 1o the
délker Keith o che 41 Tha lng-rangs
trajectosy lor the 44 Map. 41 Mug, 357
Mag. d4 AMP and 41 AMF can he mnsid.
veed identicsl for all practical pu Fiubaus

The B57 AMP rheeate just Lwace ux Ane as
dro those cived shove! I js 3 lang-range
afweder's delipht far the fatgr LrajecLary
makes hulding over much saier, whish
therehy gresily embanees hitling abilice.,
Targets that can be it anls T ar 3 trmes
aul ol & with the sther AMPE amd Mag-
nums can be hit orepeatedly owith Lhe
357 AMP

| included o chart in Part Che EIving
remaimng veleeity and drop for many af
the best longrange kads i1 the varieus
Magnum handgung, including the zoillyy-
came 21, 15 and M AMPs Generaliy che
22 and 25 AMP will shea 4 1imes as Rat a5
thie 44, the 00 AMP (hree times ac flal, the
J57 twice as fnr, and the 4% arcund 20%
Matter. This means that leng-range hitting
shauld Be wasiest with the smaller cali.
bers. But cemamber Lhese are rmough gan-
eralities. The 30 AMP zan be spotesd gnd
15 e flattor shoating than the 357 AMP,
bt impacts of the 22 ard 25 are nepder
t see, which complicates long-range
sheoting.

The 443 shiould be chosen whers maxi-
Tum power 5 necesgary. [F the game is
GENZErE. tho handpuns of adequate
pewer ahouki-always by carried. Whare
maximum power and reliobility are re-
quired, the 44 Magnum revelver is sti]]
withaut peer as far as | om comeerned. For
non-dafigerous game, pamiculardy whers
leng-range shais may be alfered, the 357
AMP is the best harLdgu:rl. chien passible if
the shaater takes the e ta become fully
fumiliar with it The 337 AME drops anly
around & at 200 yards when sighted in at
100 Careful shoaters, using the heavier
buallats, should be sble 16 down Fame the
size of elk and mocse, i anly seiected shots
are Laken. Lee durras has killed severn|
head of African game. o mecse, and an
antelone ot p owitnessed 217 wards —all
with the 137-gr, Super Vel bullet ar 1900
fpe from the G407 357 AMP [fthis antelops
kill sounds Tike a long shat, remerber
thae durras hes banged away thowsands of
hamdgun shots annually far 4 geod many
yenrs, and he's @ heil of s good field shar

Sights and Sighting

I normally sight an Sgw Mapnuem
handguns dead on Rt 100 yeards, This
usually puts the builes gp 1%° s 25
yards, V3" at S0 and argend 3° st GH. ime
pacs Lhen decroasing until were ot L.
They will thon ehool slightly low ot ranges
ol L to 20Feet and dead an &t 34 to 40 faet,
These figures, note, are roughly kefsed for
the 357 AMP. ‘As ranges are incroased
over the 100-yard mark, the feont sight is
held up ovar the rear nateh and the targes

perched O top. Same anvessts halding e
sirhs nerma iy and airang aver the car.
gL Mo w. berause Lhe bareel hides the
Largel. How can vou aim g ang ki somee.
thifie vou cannol see® Halgime up this frnani
sirht Kevps che tarmer ok Haldinr up
1he entire Front hladé of the 157 AMP s
the pont of impaet al arcund G0 wards,
half of the blsde puts i on at ghou 150
and s an. The carveet amoun of sight oo
hold At various ranpes must o learned b
trinl amd erroe Lang-range sheotng s
Presstlele arly where terrain gnd lipghe i
MIL spatoing impacts g the by llels can b
“walked” ana the tarpe

Trwa frant #ighe modifeations helg npg.
rangy hald over. First, poisl oo oone e
vhree nars acrose the biwde W give relor.
BNCE fnlA. Seennd, pant twn lines dewn
each side of the Mmoo Famp, A0 dpaced that
o Lae s s le just iesde L rosr apht
on each side These {iga help 10 avard
canting when the ramp isheld up, 1§ necee.
=ary, bacguse of sight height or VRHCLOTY
karizontal hald<vwer bnes can be DL gR
the barrel as well Thess lines can b
puinted an with pail Fediah ar airplone
ehamel, using 4 toathmek ax o brush, or
Lhey caf be muds of refiretive Lape: Tape
the biade or ramp and 138 3 razor blade 1
cut away the excers. Deprepse with lighter
fluid before attaching the tape Barrsl
tines are nat nesded on the 357 AMP he-
caus= long-renge shooting with it in-
vabves. at mast, bolding up the biade anly
on the BYS and perbips half of the ramp
on the §47°,

It i important that open sights be ssan
58 sharply a3 possible, for any sinall mis.
alignment is magnified many fimes ag the
varget. Thie sighes should be visually sharp
and the targor blurred, as the e won't
Betommedate near and fer abjects pr Lhe
game time Misaflgning the sights aniy
AHE” equals ane fool per 100 yerds with
tha &5 barrel, and 044" per fong wilh the
BYs". The shorter the sight padius, the ks
SLEht must be beld up for 2 ziven angle
This error diference is the reason many
find long barrels easisr 1o shom accurataly
thiun the shor

A uselul acesssnry far sharpening the
sights and torget is the Ment optical at
tachment, cost abowt 315, |1 cansizgg af Y
smail iris with apertsres adjusable from
AR te 1867 It fastens w the shogtec's
Rlasses by meana of o small suctige Cup,
giving the same effsct & smal] peep sight
dewis, piving better definicng g nzar and
Far chieste, (0% an invaluobde aid far amms
testing and sighting in, but it iz noo pERELE-
cal for gume ahooting,

& AMP manual gives sight adjuse.
Ments a5 one MOA [minute of anglel per
click, meaning that the paint af impacs
s ld meve abaut ane inch per click at 1604
yares. The scioal amwunt of sight corre.
tiam on the Auta Mag e FIVER In the ae-
companying Sight Charl. For panera)
shiceting these figures can be reunded off
L ¥e® per glick Jor wlevation and one ineh
for windags. A alockeise turn of the aleva-
tien and windage gecews moves byllst
impact up and kit mespactively. Te help
rememint Lhe directions here's = "CLIE,"
C = clogkwise; L= |aft and [ = up. The
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Zight Chart alen gives the hedght of the
lade and the blade-plus-ramp Cor all bar-
rel lengtha, plus the correction in lesl that
hald over to the bottem of the blade snd
blade-plosramp  provides  at various
ranges.

Seoped handgure, though fne fbr ng-
range shooting at stotionary targels, are
ot 50 good on moving eoes. The Leupeld
M3-2X with duplex cresshuir imy Mvoritel,
can be used az a rangefinder. There are
12 par 100 yords betwesn the ©H in-
tersection and the dtar of the beavy wire
At Lop or bottom, Thus a groundhcg about
8 feot high and just Slting thoo 12° space
would be 100 yards away. 1 1t filis kaifol
this spaop it woitld e 200 vards away, and
A on Animals varyqin size buwt this illus-
trates the principle:

This same ratlele makes long-rapge hold
ower comperatively epsy because of the
refeTence potnts affered by the intersection
of the hegvy and fine wires. [ usuaily sight
the M5-2X dead on a1 100 pards using the
place whare the fine wire meets the heavy
cne in the g halt of the fizld for my Bim-
ing point. Then with the 357 AMP and &
L37-gr. |oad, o center crosshair hold s
astially dead on at 275 yards and on st 400
surds with the sxoeshairs held above o
higher.

A scoped AMP will e most appreciaed
by those working up ooourate loads or by
ape whe suffers from poor vision. Bepeae
ory alse good in podr light In the field o
soope will prabebly merease hits for an
average shooter, but [ would expect 2 mas-
ter shol o soncecl on Stationary Larpsts
squaliy well with sither apen sighted or
fcoped guns, ahd connect more often en
WOV Lrgets using open sighis

in any evant, o become proflmem at
long range you must become famillar with
the eorrect method of sight hold over: have
an aecurate, flet-shooting gun and car-
tridge plus good sights.and vou must be
able ta make the damn thing go off on tar.
get- In other words, shoot From a sweady
pagition!

Shooting Pesitions

The classic one-hamd shoating pogition
is hardly zgeful for testing amme, and is
rarely weed under lield conditions. Others
are pa fast of faster 1o assume, offer greater
sleadiness, Masver aymed repest shotg, and
are gasker to learn, One should, however,
become fairly praficiant wich tha ana-hand
peition bessise sometimes il 19 necesary
ln shoot this way. bul most times Lwo
handa will'oe used. Haped how.

Graap the gun in the shooting hand nat-
urally. Wrap your cther hand around your
gun hand, being carelful 1o stay chear of
maving parts. Pugh larsard slightly with
the trigger hand and, ac the same time,
bock ward with the non-gun kand. Froper-
Iy dane, this is very ateady so long as this
pesh-pul ] business does not produce shaki-
reEs

An inwereatihg oeoessory that will al-
mest double long-range twa-hand billing
ahillty == the "Depdeye” Deadeve Asse,,
PO Box 1687, Opelnsas, LA TO5T0I,
525,95 plus $1.28 handling at this writing,
& sHelelanized plastic shoulder stock Fram
which a' length of threaded rod pepiecis
with a lball on she sod. This ball sraps inlo
a scekel on 2 strap that fastens around the
Fun handy wrist. A earrying bandle can
S used as b chin st further help
Aemdy shoating. Shoubdered like 8 rifle,
the gun is held in the Mtandard two.hand
hold, but with Deadeye both hands pall
rearward, |Rereading  pressure on The
shwulder stock. Deadeye is ratber slow wo
Eet inte Aethon and hes a wrdeney toehale
the wrist with prolenged shaating

Probably the mest useful assist to two.
hand shocting is the lanyard. Om a right-
handed shoatee the lanyard sheuld go over
the head, ander the right orm ond ous to
the gun busz. Thie ia much staadier than
the often seen pasition with the lanyard
araund the neck only. The lanyard should
be atiaeched ta the gun, nat the shooter's
wTigh or thumb. | peefer a amsll sliding
keepar on the gun end of the lenyard

whach cin bt hehtened up arngnd the pun
PUT] AL W [T W e this imnvard will Figh
Im tne eppaas halaw the thumbowing. Langk
should b pdisstab e e s U shesnier |
e 1wy lemgrihs: The firsn sormits full - aem
eensipn lor maximum sighung fadius
and eame ol movement e miwing tareels

The secund length = shorwer 1 deeroases
aghung radivs gnd ® B antable fgre
mnvifE Larpels, but e mueh seesdser. The
HENEILET S TIONCIAT 3P 6 B nn . Witk e
pressinyg inbn his side ppd, sl peslabls,
against his hiphore The gun hond
paced imthe pulm of the slher hand with
the shimker's chin pregsed oo bis pun-side
shinylder The pun hand 13 then supperied
by phe Lension of Lhe lanyard ardl b resl-
meon the palm ol the wther hond which =
supporied by line ol hene funmine richd
dieaem Bn Lhe groand, Hend mnveneent (g
spped by chim ennlact with the shoulder

Yuars spn. with [ zraioe of Unigue and
Ghe ERl-pr Beith bullet im the 5% 35 W, |
eruld hit a small can foor ot of 5 times at
V6 vards uring this method. [0 is very agmg-
rate’ When shooting ofhamd, take adven.
wagy ol anything o obigin seadiness

Mavie actors hil becouse it is in Lhe seript
Your will hit Bocause you're sleady.

The “neeling posilion is fairly steady,
Tast Lo pssume, and ean e used witk Dead-
eye or lonvord. Whore tiese and Lerrain
permit, sitting s much steadier. The lan.
ward can he worn while hunting but be
carafial P W0 anEE 4 e and get hung,
Don't wear it on horsehack unless i1 is con-
strgcted of material thot will beepk belare
your do, Alsu. do nat carry your gun ate
Leched Lo the ianvard or you may sn A a
tranch. fip out the gun and dent your
skull. or—sven worss, the gun! In any
long-ramee handgun shooting, kesp wour
head ek o nomase awvs distancs from
the shghts, This will permit better focus oo
the sights and target ab the same. time,
espacially a2 the eves fose their powers of
sccommadntion with age,

Where o backrest is aveilable, sitting 13
Lhe best all-rowrd leng-ranpe podtion.
Many peapbe &t up too scraight worealize
its Mall bensfil. Sit dewn and scoot your
nips far enough abead that when the
wrigts are supportod hotween your Koees,
vour eves will ling up with the sights. Tig
in your heels and push back slightly
agasmat the backrest. Grasy the gun in the
slandord twechand popition, arms fully
extended. Pull yon wriers sgainst yoar
crown up and slightly pressad togethar
kness, Your arms now form p traes lecked
betwgen your kness. Yoor body will be
steadied by the pressure pour legs are ex.
arting againel the backrest [ possible,
f=an vour head pgains the rest TI:: name
of the gume is to cest anything you can,
and your herd 18 just a3 important we your
gun- Be careful not to shogt off any pertion
of your anacomy. Wateh the barrel cylin-
der gap on revolvers for [l¥ing goodies and
walch uny part Wat moves on o semi-og-
tematic. 1 am glad Elmer Haith newer in.
wasted a4 reclining orotch position, as T'm
supe it wioukd have sdvessely affectad the
population of new shooters, especially with
Mognum handguns. The sitting position &
actually better for Jong-range amma tagt-
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ing than moar nench g selups lecausy
the pun can rectil withapl iAterterence. B
ni kackTest o= availahie. Lhe pun can b
neld onpshonded and thee o arm wsed for
hexiv suppar:

The next passtinn whach | find partseu-
larly yseryl for shoaung down-hill, 1 one
of Rewh's favorstes. The riphl-handed
shinouer Jies an s kel zidu. Geer coward the
wargel His el leg s tulle exverded . right
it placed fal on tw prownd and apuanse
hes st Do on the mnst somiarioh by past
unn Body waight = parlly aupparied by
bis left arm. The pun hand is pressed 1nta
thi halkw an the nght side of his khee
Apain, he careful e g0 Akl your knee
and waceh the barrelievlinder gagp. In s
pisition kefi-handed Aww Mag shosters
must hold the gun high erouph that the
brass clears the e 11 anv largecufled
cnal 18 wore, nfler the A MP bl will cacch
nn 1. Be careful, as Uho puece will close and
casch the culf 50 hord 1 takes three hands
und =n eleshant w relense s aflisctionale
embrase.

The straipht profe position has chrec
masir dlea.dﬂ:ntnp::: the muzle blaar 5
weTTifis because Lthe gun is 50 close o the
ears ard ground. the sighting radius s
wery ghert. and the reck dssteained. [ don't
like to shoot prorwe.

The seadiest long-range position s
what [ eall the prone B ior hackaidel
position, | ko pet a LR kick-back e all
shoolers visiting: the chiropractor afer
using this positian fof more Lhan LT min-
uatgs! Ravher than trying teexplain i1, ook
al the illusteocions, Medice the very long
sghting plone permitted here. Al note
that Lhe gun is golidly rested. The shooting
arm should be pressed frmly agpinet the
hip. Den't ary this one with sisart barrels
wilhout using extreme care. For me, this
pasitin s wery stendy.

Many of the steadinsl positions cannod
be used in rough country because of ob-
structions. The two-hand offhand position
13 the mest often wasd when hunting he-
cause it is the fastest 1o assume, allows
ensy losd on runming peme. and allows
visibility ever chstructions. Hewever, for
chiarging bullseves, maitoious rocka and
half-mide distant lakes, the fring point
can aflen be chosen with the best sheoting
prattion in e

A good long-rengs handgun should ba
flat shoating Lo reduce holdover, pewerful
enough b permit spotting, accurnte, have
good balance, fadt lucktime, good sights
and, of paramount importence, have good
trigger pull Lemger barrels ore advancs-
ok buonues the long distance between
sights Teduses siming errors and they wre
usually hesvier at the muzzbe, which in-
crenses stesdiness. They nlso offer mars
welowity and Aatter wrajectory. The disnd-
vantages of lenger burrels are bulk and
ineromied barrel time, which makes them
slightiy mare susceprible 1o Joad pnd hold-
ing varistions, A palled shot will usually
g wibder with the Jong barre] than with
the chort, becaues the bulled gets aut of the
snert ooe before the muzzle has moved as
Ear 55 with Lhe longer barrel. Long wnd
shart are almest equal 1n good light, Okder
eyes armetimes do better with shorter dis-

Lloa

TNL GUM S0

tunces hetwesn aiphts and meno- warn
ahnrter barre s

After & lm al shaaling at leng range with
he 44 ang 155 AMP, snd all auher Map.
num revilbvers. 1 feel thar the 367 AMP
with Lhe B harrel 15 supering 1 all pros
duction calibers For me, the L0 s
slightly less steady than the A% and |
like the zights on the B better than
Lhese om the 5257 1o binp range. OF couree,
evervnne Aad g druchoss prd | wall prabe
abily change my mind wmorrms! 15 non-
peaductinn calihers ure imciuded, the 30
AME with the 230 pr spiczer at 2200 fps is
even better than the 157 AMP

Leather and other Accescories

Law Jurraz nnd Assosiates s the exciu-
siwe diatributar of Lhe fine Salariiand hal.
aegra— shoulder  types ke atl hareel
lenptha, nighe and laf-hend, and an e
wip helt hodster for the &5 ALl are avail-
able lined or plain. Their clip pouch 15 &
must for thot Apare magozine. [Lis practi-
cully mdestruetibhe,

Bianchi used o make the best hip hol-
ster for the Autn Mag, This one had halfs
fnp top conetructinn, was fully lined, and
wak cxmpartmented for a spare clip, It ol
Iy protected the sights and hommer and
allowed sorrying with the hommemer eocked
and en safety because the Hap bloched the
hammer. [t is nol currently available.
Biarchi nnw offers the 161 holster far the
B4z B and FIS" 1on special order only)
It has & full-fap top, is lined, and ofers
Tull pratestion for the pistal. The Bianchi
lape size X15 sheuldar balster fits che
Auto Mg vary well and is available for
Gs® and 8% barrels

& shoulder helster is, perhaps, the hest
bet far hunting, but 1 pracer the hip helater
a2 [ find it much more omiortable when
walking in rcugh country, The sheulder
belster 15 harder te put che gur into, which
makes for real pain when walking and
somtinually pulling the piatclout to plink.

What I'd like Lo see is o full fap-top,
lined halster, made to wenr on the right
hip but with an extrs bell Joop ailowing it
to be carried an the fefe hip in fromt of the
kg beme and slghtly angled across the
body, This holster shouid have a clip
pouch, & shesth for eleaning and knock-
autrod, and & small pocket for spore fitted
extractor, sptation pin, hbrcant and a
couple of punches and anap rings.

Becoming tired of bading ¢lip maga.
zinee the hard way, [ talked Clint Teeters
inte designing 8 foliower deprassor. We
had a eouple made ond svervans with an
Aute Mag who sew Lhem wanted one o we
began marketing them. Thoy make Joad.
ing the clip faat and easy, ared they're also
handy when tleaming the inside of the
clip and for tuning. They hald the fallawer
down while palishing or cleaning and ean
akeo be wsed o move the follower up and
dovwn b check its aetion for smoothness,

Twa years apo Clint made me beautificl
whlnut grips for one ol my Auta Mage, but
they split in Less than 500 reunds. He then
made m& § laminsted set, which Lee Juor.
ras |thed 50 much he sed them on all his
zustom guna. These provide a sweadier

nakl Lthan the peivorethame orips turs
nixned

When Ruung grgs aeveral aren: mus) bs
wirtched ‘a5 theee have bern manufaciur
ing changet nn same parie kested gnder
tha grips. Make sure the safery does g
taaeh the rear of che el grp ponel that
the gripe o'l Bsar on the hold-gpen o
sembly of the lef panel oot e of up
and dewn movement w fecessars here:
and that the grips do net interfere wich
trigger bar mevement, particularly whiere
the trigger par sx bent b the ripht of
the trigger. Some derews shot baee and
the prips cracked onothis area Small
rubber "o rings wnder the screws ssep-
plied with each pair of pripsi slimnoned
this problem:

Larry Bellby ot Mag-Ma-Port Arme san
now hiwe the rear sight blade onoulder
Auw Mags, a worthwhils nperation chat
BETMIW & mueh heétter spht poture. Cost
woddny, 5T.M phes powlape

Law Jurrss snd Associabes markal s
Amap fag el — o useial wem e meLalling
BRap rings on the hold open device or
rafety lower, [r's §10.95, hat worth pvery
penny.

Summary

The Aute Mag is the first of 2 new
breed =il operates At rifle pressurgs, i@
capable of rifie-clasg aeturacy, is remark-
ehly powerful for & handpun, 2nd #5' a
repeatar

s mechanical saphisticatkon and stoin.
less construction make it expersive. When
Mag-Ma-Ported it recuils naticoably Jass
than the big Magnum revelvers. The a4
AMPE gains around 300 Ips over the 43
Mognum and the 357 AMP & argund 300
fpe faster than the 357 Magnum. With
maximuen loads in each, the Aute Mag iz
capable af much laster wimed ropeat shots
than the revalver, an impariant considara-
Lion when hunting

This great increase in perfocmance sac-
rifices two things Lo the revalver —relia.
bility ard durmhility. Hewsver, | beligve
ite expense and idicsyrerasies, espacially
i 35T AMP, are well justified for Lhose
really requiting perfarmance —the hand-
gan huntas,

Surprieingly, in the short, stormy seven
years sines the firal fenctioning pretotype,
the Auto Mag is bemg manufaccared in
quantity —almost entirely in-plant by Lhe
arigtnal desigrier —and has & fantostic dis-
tributor. [ncidentally, Harry Sanford now
halds the patent far the Auto Mag, number
286, 75T, sausd on Occaber 23, 1973,

Let us hopa that the manufacture of
these (uscinating hardguns ean be contin-
e and that with oxperience they will be
improved wnti] they are as relisble as the
old Calt 45 aviomatic. One's first ceaction
o the Auto Mag is often (ndifferencs, bt
fanciers of fine handgans, eapecinlly
pawerlul and accurate ones, sre finding
that the Auta May becomes mare beutifi]
the longer it is Jooked upon, and more
impressive the more it is used,

Ask Les Jurras.

And thanks, Harry Sunfued! L]



