 AMT's 40 S&W
- REPORTS FOR DUTY

Innovative Double-A ction-Only
reaks Stainless-Steel Tradition

QR -YEARS AMT - oili-
cinllv Epown gadrcadis ha
chine & Fool - has prodiuced
: o Hrpepaliber auio pistols: and

= m - mmalkbore nfles Duving twenty-some

E}" Eﬂ_ﬂ‘ Kinc = - years i the firoarms manufactaring husi

T o e gt o M i = oo aesalbAMTE stels have been produced
in singh-action mode The makers Belioyed
obd-stite single-actionshad 0 soond place
i histary and i superior decuraey and

relinbility were touph to bea Now AMT
b produced it frst doublc-action-only
Pk o

Uiver the vonrs, g aumber ol Ewropean
and American Areamt manfuctires have
devoted g ot oflime io developng donhle-
netion qule pistals, Some of therr eflorts
have been cxcelient-others wers s
takes, Tn 1929, Carl Walther of Germany
developed the successful PP series, which
had & comlortable double- action fipgen
Walatier also tried to ibeorpornte a5imilr
XA Arigger- assembly inboa Yniey malilnny
sidearm — the P38, Unforunaiely. the

“oimpgerpull proved i be the worst fieatore
of the pistol. Like many shooters, T would

prefer-the P-38 ag o single-actson-only
AU, daing away-with the tereibls rigger
pull. :

Qther courtries, including communist:
bl tations, i dame up with winners
und Iosers. Probably one of the best fon a
EACEA aute pastol s the Crechoslovak.

ClanCZ TS The tripger: pull s exce e
and the pistol 5 respected by many a5 Lhe
st combal pistal in the wiorkd :

ATl estpblished UL S firenmm com-
paniesdeveloped DA aado pistols of thelr
o B roan thie Slode] 39 soctlee new 40004,
Bt Wesson has beemene of the leaders
o e American development of doable-
action pistala Colt Indestries” new A
auste i A5 ACE and 10mm was 5 Baog
fime coming

Within the pastvear, a 06w conceptan
e developiment ol auter-baadimg: pistols
ok puces double-acton only, THe new
wction i similar in design tothe DA mode
ol Carlain revolvers. However, el recal
i quick-sight Fecovesy oF DA are ok
cnsier than-a pevidver: The DACE S ikbeal
for latw enforeement officers who want H
anmaw hit recniless, Dwelve o sixieen shot
revalver i aw st pistol dédisn.

The trstmanufaciurets omestthe s

= =k enforcement defvand were Beretia 11SA
loft, conters with AMT s Larry Grossman off details of md Smith & Wesson. Beretta ¢alls their

-

L & TH)

i

e

e

HH'WﬂBLD's_EHc Firfoad,

|  the On Duty protoiype. Kincel suggested several changes that will be added fo pistol the 920 stylod after the military
| Broduction wersions of the new pistol designed for law cnforcament apmications. M or 9258, Smith& Wosson has anum-
| 50 :




The sitde stop goes through the camming cul of the g al the lowar rear of e
Barrel amd conlrols the locking and unlocking of the action, as digcussed in tho
dext on page 52. It Is remaveed in disassembly, replaced at the time of reassambly,

ber of LiA-omly models. Forthe Smm Loger
load, S8W bailt the new 6944 compact
auio, Inthe e 40 5& W lond, there's the
d06, with ils revolver-Tike rigger action,

Thad brings us 1o AMT and their new
“diouble-action-only, autcsloading  pistol.
In August | 990, while visiting Brian May-
nard, e service manager for AMT, |
found Larry Grossmnn hard at woek inchis
oifice. Girossman is the general manager
of AMTYLAL and & résponsible for the
development of all their firearms, includ
ing the Automag serice.

I asked whether be bad any new ideas
or hisorganezation and was handed a slab
ol metal retembling an auto petol frame,
Extremely lightweight 6061 aluminum,
iressman explained. T noficed the mag-
‘erine well was rather large and learned the
magazing would hold thirteen rounds of
A0 SEW, In the machined block of alum-
um was & makeshift trigpes assembly,
There were only three moving parts: the
Sngaer, hammer sod trigger bar discon
nector in double-action-only mode.

Circasmnn explained taf the pistol was
designed primarily for Inw enforcement
This waz the first time in the history of
AMTIAT that abuminum has been & major
part of a pistol

Aduminum was considered for the Ao
mag 11, but the compony 'decided 10 slick
with stainless steel, which had become 5
fraclemark of some. Today, however, Law
Enforcement agencies wand 8 lighter pis,
ol The Beretia Y2 serics, Sedth & Wassan
Wuto series and most of the S1G-Saser
family have hardened  pluminom alboy
drammes in their law eoforcernent-sivle
Wirearms.

The other reason for using aluminum
sstead of stainless steel, Grossman ox-
plamed, was the skyrocketing cost of the
vestment casting process, They planned
i use @ hard pnodizing process on the

whumanam frame. Hard-arclized aleminm
i o of the hardest surfares io ool prob-
ably as bhard as heat-treated steel. Such a
hinish, however, provides beng surface and
sirengih life. The frame was 19 be anodized
in & black finsh, another first for AMTY
1Al

In mid-Movember, I again visited the
factory, where the new pisiol was in 13
finizhing stpges. The protolype, serial
number AGDOD , was still = in the white."”

With neo cxforior fimish, it resembled a pis-
liod from the SIC: or Smith & Wesson family,
Bust, with o closer look, it was obvious the
design and styling were totally new,

The slide boasted smooth lines and a
Tlat 1op, making it easy 1o machine, The
atrenmlined styling makes the design jiaal
for rapid draw from a holster. The gjestion
pori was large enowgh iohamdle handboads
of factory ammo of virtually any logical
benpth,

Al the muzzle end of the slide were twa
openmgs. The largest was for Lhe barrel;
the other for the recosl . The slide also
wiis bolbow: no bolt fnce or extraction sys
tem. Grossman odd me a bloek of 174
slastless steel would be pinned into the
slide. This block was, in fad, the holt —
firing, pin, the finng pin block assemhbly
and the exiraction system — machined
ot of & solid piece of 174 stainless steg
and touched off with a binck finish

The sights on the protofype were simple.
The rear zight was the standand notched
type, adjustabbe for windage in a dovetail
cut. The capr sight alsohad pao whice dots,
matched to the fromt sight hlade's white
dot 1o complete the thrae- ot system. The
front sight on the protoiype was: beld in
place by two posis that were crimped into
the slide. Larry 'Girossman admitted the
mountmg probably would give him prob:
bemns ifused inthe production maodel, T sug-
gested using & dovelal mounted frond sight.
The sight could be adiusted for windage
and removed easily for replacement or
upgrading

Anckher recommendation 1 made was

The recoil spring rides on'a full-length recodl spring guide rod and congizis of

twa wires i rope-like format and colled to produce the finishad wnil, wsible Bara,
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b0 put & setof servated cuts on the forwasd
portion of the slide. Whn 1 evele mose
autns, | osually grisp the forvard section
of the slide, a5 do many other shooders.
Aldrmest all custom e handguns used in
imiernational  prctical shootingstylo
competitions have sercations on the for
Wwird porteon of the slide, a4 well as the
TEAF pOrisn. Some custom combat aufos
have the serrations only in the front, The
day I picked the pistal up for testing, the
Forward serrations had been added

Thie Firing pin biock ladn't been installed
in the protodype received from AMT, but
Larry Grossman nssured me, gl the pro-
duction models will have one 1o insure
maximam safety lor the shooter,™

With the block. the firing pin is in 8 Jocked
Position until pressure is applied o the
trigger. When there's enouph pressure, the
Firing pin s free W iravel, bul the instant a
shooter releases the irigger, the firing pin
agiin is placed in & sale or locked posi-
l3on

The pastol ales features another safety,
located on the frame just above the Erip.
On the XP (experimental) model, the
thusvb-activined safety is locaper only on
the lall side. Oniginally, the pistal wasn't
BOINE Mo lEve o manual safery, bt Harry
Sanfoed, president of AMT/IAL thought
EL Wiy noodedd,

The barrel is machined froem 416 stain
less steal The rifling is dome o bsinpch-
g machine and features 4 one-in twebve-
el Jefi-land twisl, six-grooved 40 cal
iber bore. Tha chambering block is big
smough to withsland hot loads, The feed
pattern of the 40 S&W load is directly
it the chamber, so there's Thile to M
neech for 8 feed ramp. However, to sneure
perfect feed, & small ramp has bean mas
chined bnte the Frame,

Machined to the underside ofthe cham-
bering Block i the barrel's cAmLng hlock
The cameting cut in the block determines
when the barrel unlocks fram the slide dur-

S2

The cartridge at the top of e magazine is clo
can be geen hare, This nelfps fo gsgure smoof
& small fead rivmp ot the Fppar frant of the ma

sely alignad with the chamber, g
. refliabie feeding snd you i noto
gazine weall for further improvement

ingeyeling The shide slop— the pinthrough
the cammting cit — comtrols the barrel's
unlocking or bocking. As the slide eyclesto
the rear, the barrel strts s dbowmward
k0N o an wnlocked position. Tl shide
thencaneyele freely iothe roar. exiraciing
the spent case pnd bounding a fresh round
ik the chamber.

The pistol’s recoil sysiem isan achioye
el in basic dosign. The recoil rod s
positicned just under the hasrel, bt within
the slide, The recnil spring isa't the stan.
dard iype used in mesd autas. It actually is
Lwer springs in one. Twe wites sra WOYER
together, then coiled 1o pProduc cne main
sprimg,

It mwist be g grear wben. because a num
ber of frearm compunies are nsing this
type of recoil spring, The first time | saw

Copriniied o page 54

L
The AMT On Buty disogsembles in
integrally pinned fo the grip fram
the bresch Block and it alss incorg

to these aight companent parks, with the ejoctor
The small part to the right of the magaging is
orates the extractor, as discussed in the toxt

—.—_-_‘ -



IMPROVED!!

The B & C Carbelite stocks
have been Improved with the
addition of GRAPHITE. All aur
St0CKS now hawve Fibarglass,
Kevlar and Graphite to give you
ing Dest made synthelic gun
stock on 1he market. B & C
Slocks are priced to fil your
budget with a litelime war-
ranty.

Award Winning
Woodgrain Finish

N SO0 TALA FARERITE UM PERLEE N COMTAT

BELL & CARLSON, Inc.
Degl. EW = 509 Morth Sk
Bhenad, KS 87730 S03S6PE-370

CONVERT-A-PELL

Conesn yoiur davoris 23
wlilead ceslectirs ta shogi
InsEpeiaive peilst oW

. | wunilial
v M. — AYAILASLE O -
: 1 | diMoman 330 Firsball
212 21 3G dEE oo

S o pvr [at -2 Kwll |
dealar af eedar danc Packnge ol Sy
ELd 95 ple 532,00 s ppdng cnd handiing:

LOGE LEVEN INDUSTRIES|

Depd. G, F.O. Box 2751 # Sonta Hese
A 96405 Teleplone (707} 873-B735

—ACE A CO.—

QUALITY BELOADS
.38 Special $4.50 per box
8mm §5.50 per box

Taw'va Frind The Hosd, Mow Sheot The Best

WE LOAD YOUR BRASS!
= 1-800-833-2400

PATCHES-CLUB PINS

MEDALS-RIBBONS

FREE CATALDG
LANE 4 AWARDS

O [0 [SI0S4EN Binkli Fl (3] §80 5404

this spring i use was i the trigper assembly
of an AR-4T. Since then, I have seen the
spring in 310-Saver handpans, Desert
Eagle magnum pistals and the Yalmet rifle
series, Lanry Cirosaman is extremely pleazed
with the performance of the apring svstem
andd plos bowse it in the production piece.
In testing the pastel, Dean Grennell com-
pared the diminutive kick of this 40 S&W
tack dover o a Coll Commander in
SmmkF.

The recoil rod is a standard straight rod
with a somewhat rounded head. The head
sits flush against the front side of the barrel s
camming block. The olber end exits the
slide just bebow the muzzle of the barrel,
Betwean the slide and the camming block,
the rod and spring slews travel of the slide
during firing.

A the barrel cyeles iothe rear, the slide
atop doesn't actually stop the rearward
nwabion of the bareel. This is done by &
biock in the upper pard of the framea. The
blick™s main purpose is o relieve pressure
and ghock (ot feame when the pisiol is
fired, The shide stop pin sandwiches the
barrel camming lug between the twe walls
of the bleck. This is meant to afford the
pistol bomger life without mechanical dif-
ficultics, Crrossman even designed the blook
fior easy removal when field stripping and
cleaning,

The frame will have few if any changes
inthe final production pieces; However, fis
examining & blueprind of the planoed pro-
duction piece, 1 noticed the trigger guard
was drawn differently from thar of the X P
model. The XP had a slight tang on the
fromt of the tripger guard, resembling the
styling of an 3&W auto, The trigger puard
on the blugpsind, bowever, resembles that

The barral, iide and recoil #pring
constinule 8 basic assambly which is
insfalled on the maling rails of the
fraine and held in place by the slide
Eop, o8 Kincel demonsirates fera

of the Automag ITL The style shown on
the blueprint would pive the producticn
pistol smoother styling

Located justin front of the grip, right
behind the tripger guard, & an easy-to-use
magazine release. Grossman still is work-
ing 'on final design and the pistod may be
ambedextrous, depending upon demand.
Checkering of sermations on the trigeer
guard and the front strap of the gnp are
being considered for mazimuem gripping

The S1G-Saver P-226, fresh out of the
box, had & trigger pull of eleven pounds.
The Tavrus model PT-99 9mmP auto's
DA trigger puskl e st under [0 potmss,
The AMT suiowe tested bad atripger pull
of & surprizsingdy bow T% pounds — and the
production versson may have even less
trigger pull than the X

Like most shooters, | dislike a pistol
that slips around in my hand while shoos-
ing. I asked Grozeman about the degign of
the prips. He said the production grig would
be made of a carbon fiber material — bet-
fer keown s unbreakable plastic. A two-
paece sysiem will wrap arcund the back
portion of the frame and will have partial
checkering. The prip should feel groat in
any shooter’s hand, big or small

The fizzt me 1 =aw the pistol. | asked
il its name. At the tme, that hadn't
been decided. The day I picked the pistol
up for GUN WORLID esting, there was a
nami engraved on the slide; ON LY,
AL first, T guestioned the name, but the
mor [ thooght about i, the more T 1iked i
The pistol iz designed for law enforcemient
amd capable of pulling 1= weipht in any
likely situation. Italso will be produced in
SmmP load and, perhaps. chambered lor
the 1 Umm. &Y



