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TEST REPORT By WALTER RICKELL
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The practice of in:.erﬁng a r\ﬂl.ll:rd_
- direetly inta the chamber i et

' 'lﬁ_a:ggrh-.mndc:l by the factory ond the

shootar should; dnstesd, laad the

- magazine with the desired number of

reunds and then insert it inta the pistol
in the normal fashion.

o

B

signsg of o 308

1rridae  cose
ta 44 Aute Mog shewn at right.

the past & yeors Harry has been kicking aroand the iden of
o more dependable 4 magnum repoating pistol. Realizing
that the revolver is dead and the single shot impractical,
the opproach 1o the semi-nuto wazs taken.

Twe vears ogo he came up with a working solation, a
prototype pistel. The sun was massive, but still smaller than
its revelver counter [part, and made entirely of stainloss
steel, The piatal ilelf cesembled an oversized silver HD
Military High-Standard bt featured 2 rolary schrouded
Lt similar to that of an M-16 vifle. The cartridge was alse
pew, the old 41 Magnum rimmed case would not [unction
L'-:'Ii;uh]:l' in the |:-i.h1r\-| andd the extea added width of the
vimmed case was unnecessary. The bk hnlles diameter was
retained bot the ense redesigned, keeping the same lenath.
The: cartridpe was hasically ronstrocted from 300 or 30006
brass cut down o the proper length of 1296 inches and
renmed or swared to the proper ditsensions {zee chart?,

.|’|Il.dl- I]l"‘ I“HEE WHY SN oy 'I'l]i |'r;'r|||_ rl‘“’ll'lrl] |I;'r|5 Hin l—'l‘ll‘ll#“l t’rr
A3 ACP earridze, headspacing oo the vaze length.

O several secasions [ have hod the opportunity 1o shoot
thee Aute Mag at the loeal Pasodenn Civil Defense Range
with pleasant resulls, Accuracy was comparable with the
avmilnhle commercial target aulos and recoil was miald. But
the=e l?‘-CII'I:i-' madels lad several featores T dida’t care for,
For instance, the slide coold not be locked 1o the vear with-
out an emply magazine being inserted, henes there waz no
facility for the weapon o be made safe manually as i=
commrmon n present semi-nute pistols,

Another festure was that there were two Irigger adjust-
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mient serews and in order o .'ul]l:.-cl themn the whols harrel
assembly had to be removed. In most targel autos thag have
such adjostments they are located on the face of e lrigzer
with adjustment achieved without disturbing any part of
the gun. There were other cosmelic ilems such as siglis,
stippling on the grips, ete. . . . but after discussion with
Ha'r:r_l,- Spnford and Jrerr}' f]::.'mflﬂnll of the Aulo M:lg '['.ur]:-n-
raticn, it was promised that they were sound criticisms and
thal they would be incorporated into the productions madels.

During these sessions at the range T witnessed 2 new gun
going through its growing pains and the development of a
new breod of cartridge that zoes with it. The presest 44
huallets are designed for the revelver, and at present {fﬁlilléf
problens are developing with the fat nosed semi-wadoaier
desizns, bul eventually these will be remedied with some
newly desizned hullets aleng the A5 ACP ball or semi-war-
culler siyle.

The ]1i; nutn seemed 1o funclion wilh varioes loads inler-
chanzeably, which iz uncommon in such a weapon, Doe e
its unigque delaved blow hack, rotary bolt design this pistol
Landled loads of & graing of Unigue and 22 rrains of 2400
interchangeably, O conrse this left the bullels Lo fnding
their own point of impact; and it's only proper to get & load
that works and stick with it

A Tew months alter visiting the plant and watching the
pistol steadily go into production, I was sitting around
pondering just what Harry was doing with the big auto
wheenn the phone rang, breaking oy tvain of theught, To my
surprize Harry Sanford wos on the ather e with an invita-
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tion o meet him the following weekend at the [Fye Creek
Preserve near Red Bloff, California, to try out the final
prrocdsetion madel A4 Auto Maz on wild boar, 5o efter
wetting directions T met Hurey and Jerry late that fallowing
Friday afternoon at the entrance to the ranch along the
Sacramenta River,

A4 AUTO MAG

PRELIMINARY LOADING DATA

General Information

Amonz aur hunting companions for the weckend were
California State Senator H. T, *Rill” Richardson and his
son Dougs, Bill, a long tme advocate of guns and hanting
was there to really ring out the Auto Mag, put it through
ite paces and answer the questions “Is thers really an Auto

TEST GUN - Production 44 Auto Mag pistol
BARREL LENGTH - 6% nches TWIST - 1 in 18 inches
GROOVE DIAMETER - 422 BORE DIAMETER - 430
TEMPERATURE - 68°F PRIMERS - CCl 350

Maz and how does it work 7

The Diyve Creek Preserve is one of the few ranches in
California which serves a dusl ||IJI pose, Primarly a ¢ atthe
panch with aver Q00000 acves of desded and I e Jamdd.
the aperation has fonnd new ootlets to further use its land
by cashing in on its natural resources, Black Tail and Mule
deer, fishinz, and wild hoar, We were there fo Ly our !l.IfL
with the wild boar, one of the {onghest animals 1o kill,
lowical choie Tor the Auto Max.

Thi boar seasen tung Trom November o May and s
comtralled entively by the ranch, (California doesn’t have a
sEASCIEL 01 :H._ﬁ. excep I "'r||._r|tl_l|;|':.' |:'II"'||'Ir'||'-|. ::II the I-\.'I'I'l-'I!II
is the primary goardian of the speaies, keeping 1abs on their
habils, tageine, preservine the puare strain, cte. The reason
for Use seinler lunting sensen is that this is the time the
pizs are in .illll'll"' condition with the acorms on the ar ol
and the wild anions at their thickest. There are approxi-
mately 1,300 feral pizs on the vanch with the herd well
II:I-CII]iLE_'IZI\.I and tazzed during the ofl =easons.

Snon alter we settled down at the bage eamp cabin, Jerry
biroke cut fwe small bleck aftache cases '.ll'l-:i mnvited Bill and

mvzell down to the pond, cnly a few vards from the cabin

Harry Sonford (left) and Jesry Ognibens look
with satisfoction. ot the resulis of many years
of hard wark and testing. Mote si

7o of tha gun.

VELOCITY

ELFLLET POrWDER {FP.5.)
180 Gr. Swmer Val M G 0E 1643
1B} Gr. Suped Val I8 Q. &30-F ThET
T8 Gr. Supes Val T Gr, 43P iTsE
188 Qe Su Wil 1% Gr. IO 13585
TR G, h::: Wl 20 G 1028 1481
130 Gr. Swpar Wel 2 . 1028 TidE
180 Gr. Soper Wal a5 G, 240D 1904
1B} Gr. Em.nl Val e Gr. 2800 L[
HH G-l. 5 12 Gr, MO0 bE e
5::“ 1% Gr. birid 1525

20 Ge, IO 1535

B0 O 22 Gr. 430-P (LT
20 G:. e 33 Gr. BI0F 1614
203 Gr. Spedar T G sk ThHED
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;E E ,iaupﬂ: v a3y 1303
24 Gr. T3AT 155
B ¥ Ge. 2400 1438
00 Gr. Sprar A & 240 1561
200 Gr. Spear 4 Gr. 280 LLTE ]
283 Gr, Speer E Gr. Uniguu S50
241 Gir. Spear T Ge, eigaa 2
&) G, Spesr 11 G, Unizma 1328
TAD G, g:ur IF Gr. B30-F 1259
Tah O, o il Gr. A3 153i%
40 Gr. Spaar 19 Gr. 6307 Tz24
0 G, Fewr T Gr. 43P 1
240 Gr. Spesr 18 Gr. J980 1252
) Gr. Spesi 20 G WO 1are
243 Gr. Spesr 2 G TADY 1435
4 G, Speer 23 G 400 1478
1A G, = 18 Gr. 1038 1245
D G o | 6 Gr. 1020 ikrid

Areiving there Jerry bepan 1o set up a targel on & fallen log
about 45 vards away F-:u Bill and iy s 0 1o H|rr'|'||: im the Al
Mazs he had brogsh alomg Snon alter I|'||= Largels were
|||r'||n|1rhr'| ]1;'1'71_. q:|'|:-e':|¢|:| up the mystericus black cases res
vealing the silvery mew Aute Mag with i12 accessories, One
of the first thines he demon=trated was the manusl slide
lock and obe of the lrizzer wdjustment screws repositiamned
on the faee of the trigrer.

Up to this poiog 1 kad enly shat handloads in the Awuto
Moo bt this time _14,';|'T1_; hr-u:.u-r-,En along the r'nli|1'|:r e b
Autee Mag commerical ammo. The new factory round is
packozed in a striking ved, white and blnck box sporting
the Avte Mag Jogo. The load = made by Cartwelos De-
portivas e Mevica, 8.4., Guernavaca, Morelos, Mexica,
il T Y F40 Crain Jmlq bl ol low point of Auta Max's
T n:|1-::ﬂ:.::||. that moves pub the muzzle at 1350 fpa. There
gre plans for a lichter weight 225 prain bullet which has
the zame dimenson= but o congave haze.

Bill loaded up a elip full of the bricht new fodder and
gent e zlide home !:-ltllirl::: a ronnd in the chamber, Tak-
ing careful aim he squeezed (Conthined on poge 58)
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{Cenmtinued [rom page 43)
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one off with the slug finding its way
Lo the 9 ring of the target. This was
the first tme Bill had fGred the gun
and mild recoil was much o his
pleasurve,  Jerry checkad both of us
put on the pistols, handed me a box
of 44 ammo, 5 Ssfariland model 103
holater, made especially for the Auto

| Mag, and we started back to the cabin.

Later that evening we sat areund
disenssing polities and the Auto Mag,
with Harry bringing to light some
astoumnding fipures, For instance, they
had sold over 2500 pistols long before
one was ever deliversd. This iz some
acceptanee of & new gun!

et day T hunted with Jerry, Harry
arid our guide Ralph while the Sens-
tor and his son tried apother canyon.
We spotted many good sized boar but
note came up o what we were look-
ing for and as darkness cime Wpon ws,
we headed for the eabin, Next morn-
ing, running inte the same problem
and with the taste of thet baked ham
still in the hack of miy mind, we for-
got about the trophy and settled for
pork chopa. Soon we spotted & heed of
sows and Jerry and I each took one
at g distanee of 40 yrrds,

Jerry's was a neck shot and mine a
head, with both sows dropping inisant-
Iv as if something had just pulled
their feet right out from under them,
Inatant humene kills are common at
this range with the Auto Mag. My pig
goaled out st 180 while Jerry's tipped
it at 175 pounds.

Getting back from the hunt and up
tn Angeles Shooting Range in little
Tijungs Canyon ook only hours for
some serious testing and evalustion of
the new cntry into the handgun field
with 250 rounds of commerical ammao,
Factory ammo was used in the test for
two reasons: I'm not much of a hand-
loader, snd if sou really want to test a
semi-autn, saddling it with handloads
that could hawve numerous discrepen-
cleg due to known and unknown fac-
tors, would net glve a real evaluation
af it's funcltioning aml sccaveey,

The 250 rounds were fired through
the piees with no malfunctions or seri-
oa problems, Ejeclion was good with
the emnpty case clearing the shooter
well to the right The magazine loaded
easily and the trigger held its adjust-
ment of four pounds with a clean,
crigp pull. Accuracy was good with all
shots staying in the black at fifty yards

and at twenty-five yards 10-ring pos=
glhles were the case,

The pistol was pleasant to shoot; no
sharp reeotl, just a foreeful push, al-
though noise was about e same as
the 44 Magnum revolver, The silvery
sight= are a bit disturblng on the con-
ventignal blaclk center target, but the
colored inserts and the white sutlined
rear do help in & hunting sifuation.
The windage and elevation are adjust-
able with an allen wrench instord of
the standard slols. This I have doubis
about for the higgest problem 1 have
always had with allon wrenches iz thet
wou cem never find one when you want
it and if you do it is the wrong sizel
Also, the rear blade is perpendicular
(90°) to the axis of the bore and &5 it
iz clewated the hlade iz canted for-
ward, eaussing serious Ight refiection.
This could be remedied by cantlng it
o the rear lilke the BO-MAR deluxe
blade; if the blade was black it would
be of great help.

The front sight is a ramp style which
iz intogral bo the barrel, The face has
gpace for two special colored tape
inserts, Thiz type sight is only good
for a fast draw. I wish it were re-
maveable on a dovetail, then the shoot-
er conld hawve a cholee of & undercut
blade, ramp, or whatever he waniz

After the shooling session the gun
was feld stripped and cleaned. The
gun breaks down fnto two basic unils
with ne small parts or the like to lose,
and it can be azsembled in seconds.
Also the tolerances are so close on this
frame and barrel assembly that they
can be interchanged with other models
without fear of head space change, ac-
curacy loss, ate.

Cloaning was easy for the stainless
steel sheds the dirt and debris after a
thorough wash with nitro solvent Af-
terwards, the parts were glven a coat
aof Aute Mag lubricant which was se=
lected and specially formulated for the
stainless stoels wsed in the pistol,

The overall length with the 64 =inch
barrel is 11%=inches and the sight
radlus ig 10 -inches Total unloaded
weight i= 57 ounces. The overall feel Ls
massive, the grip is large and having a
somewhat average hand, I can barely
el a comfortable grip and position on
the trigger. For someone who has
emaller hands he's out of leck, The
baek and front steaps ave grooved but
not sharp, the stocks are polyurethane
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