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1 Here’s a look at the first truly

[ successful auto pistol that chambers
J

It the powerful 22 WMR cartridge. In

| shooting over 3000 rounds, the

| author's gun didn’t miss a beat,

i
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By JM GOSNELL
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THE UNUSUAL in the
s and chancas are that
hand you an AMT Aute.
» thisisn't a wild “Buck
pacy Grun™ or something that
Wil want to carry, Ruth-
Functional as wall ag gond
which fill a definite
ﬂuﬁtmsindum."l‘lwihn-
“Sure malking this steinless weel won.
JBEF Unigque is that [t is the Hrut truly
‘ayce “Fmtﬁmié%ﬁﬁh“dguh de-
signed for 2 cartridge, a
Timfire round which has been arotnd
fior close to 30 :
AMT (Arcadia Machine and Taal,
Ine.) iz na SEEunger o stainless stoal,
44 Automag was their eroation 5




was the Hardballer, which is a stain-
less copy of the Colt Gavernment 45
ACP. They aleo offer a long-slide ver-
gion of the Hardballer for "Pin™ com-
petition and a shortensd model for
concealed carry. The line-up also in.
cludes the Backap, which ix & small
auto offered in sither 22 Long Rifle or
380 ACP, ae well as other stainless
ateel handguns and rifles chambered
for the 22 Long Rifla,

Appearance of the Automag [1 ia
pluaingﬁuking somewhat mare
slender its big-bore comsing and
the finish is “first cabin.” The frame
and the top of the alide have a gray
matte finish while the sides of the
alide are broghed and bright. This,

along with the grooved black plastic
grips, provides a very attractive con-
trast. The jury i still out, however, on
the open-top slide which was done to
save weight, | suspect, and to aid in
conling of the barrel, It might look a
little eleaner without that cut-out.,
There are no sharp corners £o snag
things on, which adds to the “user-
friendly” characteristics of this hand-
gun. When [ first picked the gun up
noticed that it fit very well in my
hand and it hes excellent balanes. Op-
eration of the safety, the slide release,
and cocking of the hammer are all ac-
compliched pasily without ehifting
the gun in my hand. Slide operation is
@ brecze with the comfortable grip

Gosnel| found the Aulo 1l 1o handis wall
in his tests. The axcallant It gights oon-
triited 1o the gun's accuracy podential. Ba-
b bafi—Tha front slght hes & blaze-orenge
e, while the rear (88t} usas white armund
tha notch, and i luly adusiable. Harmmar-
block salety i3 befow the aight.

providing ample leverage.

The trigger guard is squared off to
provide a finger rest for the support
hand, Thie is a feature made populay
by many of the big-bore combat antos
and, though coametieally appealing,
it i & feature that I not to use
ainee [ hive a temdency to pull the gun
down when using the finger rest.
Quite o number of people have en-
joyed success using the finger reat
but, try as [ might, Ijust can't seem (o
get conaistent control of the gun by
uzing it

As il the Automag IT didn't have
enough going for it, the guys at AMT
topped it off with excelient Millett
sighte, If you are amang those who
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The Il magazire holds 10 rounds of 22 WA bl Gosnall

Toumnd it
relaise is on the butt of the grp.

have never had the opportunity to use
Millett sights, vou are really missing
one of the joye of hendgunning, The
blaze-orange ramp front and white
outline #longhorn” rear just seem to
lime up naturally. The rear sight is
fully adjustable for windage and ele-
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el o his Lhisnb b kad enly sigh shols. Magazne

vation and the screws are large
enough that you don’t need & wateh-
maker's screwdriver to make the ad-
Justments: Finally, for those of us who
seem to forget which direction to turmn
the seréws for correction, the sight is
marked with arrows to assiat,

; 11 i quick and
are only nine basic parls when
d, Grid ise-nch squares.

~.hdhar d fenture on this gun js
i mn activated, a steel bar
rolls oat bevond the firing pin to pre-

- ¥ent contact by the hammer, Oper-

qﬂﬁn of the safety is very pmh'!.ra
pressure requined b
'jtme O OF n‘ﬂ’ﬂhn‘n Wi tha
safety on, the gun can be dey fired.
Thiz makes for some excellent prac-
thee pergiong but, as with the handling
of any firearm, be positive that the
gun is unleaded before pulling that

a:lnsga.:inemleame ig located on

Ehe heel of the grip and is large

for esey, positive operation.
Peraonnally, I'd love to see this gun
with & 191 1-type release on the mdiuuf
the grip. Maybe that’s asking too
much, but it gure would be & nice
touch, The magazine hokds 10 rounds
but forcing the 9th and 10th rounds in



proves to be somewhat of a chiore, For
comfort’s sake T have been loading the
clips with 8 rounds.

Lately, most handguns seem to
leave the factory with rather heavy
triggers and the Automag II is no ex-
eeption. | would guess thia has some-
thing to do with the growing number
of produgt lLiability suits. Mine hroke
at 11 pounds, which explaine the 4-
inch groups that I got when [ first ahot
the gun! [ was beginning to think that
a hydranlie nssist would be needad,
but & bocal gunamith worked the gun
over and the trigger now breaks ot &
very eriep § pounds, What an im-
provement! But be warned that the
Automag 11 is not 8 eimple gun inter-
nally and only & rompefent gunsmith
should attempt to do any trigger work
an it,

From a funetion standpoint, the de-
gign of the Automag I1 was no easy
tusk. Due to a late peak pressure of
the 22 WMR, the case mouth tends to
atick in the chamber cousing extrac.
tion problems. Larry Groesman, de-
signer of the Automag II, solved this

problem by drilling 18 holes at 00 de-

gresa to the chamber in a sories of
three rows of six holes each, A slesve
was then welded over the chamber
with just enough elearance to allow
gises to pazs from the first set of holes
back to the next two rows, thus equal-
izing the chamber pressure. Fired
casae clearly show powder stain from
the chamber holes. Absalutely bril-

liant and, best of all it works! And, 1 |

have yet to experience any fouling of
the holes.

There's no deubd that we have a fine
gun here, s let's take a loak at what
we're going to feed it. As stated aarli.
ar, the 22 WMR has been around for
nearly threa decades. Although it was
designed as a rifle cartridge, the first
gun on the market was the Sin-
gle-Bix. A= a matter of fact, Ruger luad
their gun available before Winchester
releazed the ammunition! The 22
WME is one of those cartridges that
sparke controversy every time some-
one mentions it and, in this writer's
opinion, it hea recoived 2 enneidarable
AMmouUnt {rl'unwmmutedhu&publicity.
In just about every debate coneerning
the 22 WME the same four negative
points surface: it's too loud; it%a toa
expensive to shoot; it's too destructive
on smeall game; it's not accurate. N,
let’s take a look at these complnints
on an individusl hagis.

L. Too loud. No one in their right
mtind would ahoot any firearm with-
out proper ear protection, Even a 22 is
capable of causing permanent hear-
ing loss. In today's atmosphere of

Right—Federal now makies i Bulisd weig ﬁh' the

widar
bullet band), both jackeled hollowpeints Above—i's
the 40- and 50-

22 WMR, the 40-grain (lafit) and S0-grain (w

taigh to tell the difgrenca
grasn boxes—No. 75T & iha heasier Bulist.

health nwareness it amazes me that
anyone would shoot without ear pro-
tection, So, that argument doesn't
hold water.

2. It's too expensive to shoot. If
campared to a 22 Long Rifle, sure, it's
more expeneive but that's not quite
fair. The 22 WMR is 2 lot more, bailis-
tically, than a Long Rifle. Let’s look at
it empared to the 38 Special which,
next to the 22 Long Rifle, is Americs's
favorite plinking round and, on the
average, lists for §15.00 per boox. The
22 WMR. lists for $6.70, which ia less
than half that of the 38, It is more
eostly than the Long Rifle, but you do

& Pew S0-gran ammuniion 1o give the best
whdes 1 -nch groups e his al 25 yards,

get more bang for your buck here,
know, yvou reload your 38s and it
coats yon one hell of a lot less than
$15:00 a box. So, let’a take a peek at it
from that angle ax well. Using Tist
prices ngain, you still have to shel
out between 83.75 and 37.00 per box
for components, depending on the bul.
let and powder used, and this does not
inclode the cost of brass or your time,
If you are loading on & single-stage
preas it takes a considerable amount
of time jusat to load one box, let alone 3
or 4 bexes for some weekend plinking,
Mat having to reload und chase brass
can be worth quite a bit. 1 have besn
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bnfj'gd uing alittle e
thgt ; + ab b

b a8 mvith a9 well. Used in
the 22 WMR iz almost hal
identical, if not somewhat su
the 22 Long Rifle when used in a
Henee, we have the power of g 23
carried neatly on the hip and 1
found demage ie minimal in

smnall game with the ﬂmﬁ ;

When used to its full potentinl ina -

fle, the 22 WME can be destructive on

animals such s squirrels, especially  jus

when & hollow point is used. My sug-
stion here g to make a head shol.
m quite pleazed with the perform-
ance of the 40-grain FMJ snd use it
Elnmost excinsively.

4. Poor aecuracy, Here again we
have an unwarranted black cloud
hanging over the 22 WME. T awn &
Smith i Wesson Model 48 (in 22
WMR) which has m‘inted ¥i-inch

ups at 25 yurde and, fed properly,
ggﬂqhnmngl]hnlduahaemndm
it. Granted, my Model 45 is & target-
quality gun sporting an 8%-inch bar-
ral, but we are talking about the
round being inherently inaceurate. To
my way of thinking, that sure blows
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excellent chanes that Dave has just
what yiou ard after.

A note enclosed with the Automag
1l indicates that there might be a
problem with the gun malfunctioning

when using CCI ammunition loaded
with flake powder, [ didn't experience
any such problem bat should you find
this o be troe, COT will replace your
ammunition with their current run
which is being loaded with ball-type
powder. As a matter of fact, T didn't
find any round that failed o cvele the
gun with the single excoption of the
CLI shot eartridge, and I fully expect-
ed that,

When shoating the various i of
ammunition over my Oehler 33
€hronograph, I found most to average
about 1400 fps. The fagtest proved to
be the BWS at 1495 and the Fedoral
at 1480, Not bad considering a 22
Long Rifle 40 grain is still short of
1300 fps out of 8 Z0-inch tube, My gun
seems to show a preference for both
the RWS and the now Faderal 50-
grain ammo, beth printing just under
an inch 2t 25 yards. The Federal 50-
grain nummber clocks in at 1250, quite




o hit slower than it's little 40-grain
brother. Still, muzzle enevpy is aheut
the same and, since it%s aceurate, 'l
stick with it.

Another Automag 11 owner [ talked
with said that his particulsr pun fa.
vors CCL This goes to show that guns
of the same brand and model can be
very individualtetic, It is important
that you try all brands of ammunition
available in order to determine what
warka best in your gun. With the trig-

ger job, all of the ammunition testad
¢ prints ander 2 inches wsing a sand

g rest. [ have managed a fow off-
hand groups under 2 inches using the
Federal 50-grain loads,

Al with any new-on-the-market .

handgun, finding o holster can be a
trying experionce. My search turned
wp Uncle Mike's #5 Sldekick which
fits the Autornag nicely. I bought ane
in camouflage along with a belt, oxtra
elip holder, and a pouch which will
Bold two bowes of ammo. This rig has
proved to be a real winher when it
comes to utility and economy. Tt is
fight in weight and very eomfortable
-t wear. Combined with the Automag
I, it can’t he beat for amall game
Bunting trail use.

In testing the Automag 11, I have
put over H000 rounds through the gun
and the only malfurnction was an ooes.
sional failure of the elide to remain
wpen after the last shot: IF you get the
impression that I'm s great fan of the
&2 WMR and the Automag IT, vou're
right on target. This is o perfect mar.
mage, making a good-eartridge that
much better.

It's been & long time coming but the
Antimag 1T hos arrived and let's hope

i here to stay, We now have a fine
Sandgun for emall game and var-
mints s will aa plinking, The hest
part is that it ia just plain fun! =~ #

Uncle Mike's #5 Sidekdck
holater s tha Automeg 1
nicaly, Thair belt, axutra abp
holder and pouch make for
a nice aullit 1o carry the
gun.

Autarmag || with 3%4-inch

Mew Models

There were quite a fow new things tn see at the SHOT Shav this yesr, but Thid
u nice Burprise when 1 stopped by the AMT baath. Since the intriduction of the
Beinch model, AMT now has two new versions of the Antoemsg 1 gnd thoy'se
Just what the doctor ordérsd.

The first new model should be availahle by the time you read this, with o re.
benze time in mid- to lnte May. It is a 4%5-inch version with the same magsgine
capecity as the -inch. This will be a great sidenrm. [ bo o earry and, unless
I mibss my guess, will nol suffer much {n the ballistice department from the G-
inch mpdal, With the shorter barrsl; this wrn Tooks & Eetd e bl ameed than
it's I‘élh:-lher with the Jonger nose. | have 8 strong swspieion that T have foand m
Lrail ganl

The sext versiom oul will have 5 3%-inch harral snd : capacity nf sev-
en roands, AMT is looking to penetrate the defence sad the police bark-up mar-
kot quedte & bit deeper with this model. Even with tho shorter grip this gun fita
vary comiortably in my tnrge liand. This gun will b sssy i eoncen] and shoild
ﬂ;ﬁ"‘ﬂﬁ'}'wtl in it's infended marked. Tt hotld be svailable around Seplember of
1} i

Ligt. price for both of these new models is said to bo the same as the original
un-=F325.00,
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