A W, [ = r
.. 5 m“

{ ALTERNATIVE:

scope’s crosshairs, The angle wasn't exactly flattering, and I kept hop-
ing he'd turn a lintle for a classic quartering away shot. Though his atten-
tion was thoroughly consumed by the doe in heat beside him, he was not com-
pletely unaware of our presence. His twitching tail and tense posture told me this
buck wasn’t going to stay in this square mile of Texas much longer. “Shoot
him!” my hunting partner for this trip, Jim Wilson, urged. That was all the
encouragement [ needed. “Pow!™ and a little piece of firearms history was
made as the 225-gr. Homady Interlock bullet entered the buck just to the
right of his pellet maker. The big buck squatted, wobbled, rolled over on
its side, and at 7:30 a.m. on Nov. 14, 1999, became the first game animal
ever harvested with the new 376 Steyr cartridge.

S tanding before me was the most impressive buck 1 had ever seen in a

The Cartridge

Inspiration for the 376 Steyr cartridge came from one of Col. Jeff Cooper’s
Scout rifles chambered for the powerful .350 Rem. Mag. cartridge. While a mighty
cartridge in its own right, the .350 Rem. Mag. falls short of the 375" minimum bullet
diameter required by many African countries for hunting dangerous game. Heeding requests
from the field, and recognjzing the Scout concept as applicable to some types of African
hunting, Cooper set out to make a large-caliber Scout rifle. The 375 H&H Mag. was con-
sidered, but quickly abandoned as it's oo long to work in the Scout rifle’s medium-length
action. Another cartridge compatible with a medium action, that met the 375" requirement
arld was adequately powerful was needed. There wasn’t one, so one had to be designed. During a brief tele-
phone conversation, Cooper told me that development started with the 9.3x62 mm cartridge that was short-

Penetration In Water 1s

,375 H&H Mag. 270-gr. Hornady Interlock . i g
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The .376 Steyr was fired into water in the NRA Fechnical Staff's Fackler box to test the
new cartridge s penetration. It compared favorably with the 375 H&H Mag. The .30-"06
Spre. is shown for reference.
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