Steyr Scout Rifle, .308 Win.

| New Steyr Scout Rifle!
An Interesting .308 Performer

Few shooters will be able to afford this rifle, but the Scout handles
well, has numerous nice features and is accurate.

Suggested Retail Price...$2,595

SPECIFICATIONS

Warranty: One Year

Metal Finish ~ Black | Sight Radius 14.00in.| Stock Material Synth.
Weight lemptyl  7.00lbs. | Magazine Type  Detach. | Lengthof Pull ~ 13.50in.
Overall Length ~ 40.00 n. Box Forend Width ~ 2.10in.
Barellength  19.00%n. | Mag.Capacity  Srds. | GripWidth™ " 1.42in.

This model’s cold-hammer-forged barrel was fluted and relatively slim for a..30-caliber rifle, so we
weren't surprised when groups opened up significantly as the barrel became hol.

fter many years of soaking in the think tank, the

Scout Rifle is here. If you know nothing about

Jeff Cooper and his Scout Rifle, it means you

probably haven't read anything he has written
inthelast few years. When two gun enthusiasts get together,
sooner or later the age-old question will pop up, “If you
could have only one firearm, which one would it be?” Jeff
Cooperhas taken his answer to the next level by developing
what he thinks is the only rifle you will ever need.

So, what is a Scout Rifle? In Mr. Cooper’s own words,
“its a general-purpose weapon suitable for any use to
which a rifle may be put, with the exception of the
| pachyderms and the buffalo.” The rifle's manufacturer,
Steyr, claims it can be used as a sporter, a tactical rifle or
a survival rifle.

More specifically, the Steyr Scout Rifle is a .308
Winchester bolt-action repeater with a fluted 19-inch
barrel. It has a composite stock and is topped with a
Leupold fixed-power IER scope. The unit comes in a
plastic carrying case and retails for $2,505.

Eecently, we obtained a Steyr Scout Rifle and put
it through its paces to see if this was truly the only rifle
we'd ever need.

The Lock
The matte black receiver of the Scout rifle was made
of an aluminum alloy tomeet one of Cooper'srequirements
that the rifle be light weight. There was an integral scope
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mount rail toward the front of the receiver, which allowed
the scope to be positioned either forward of the ejection
port or in the conventional position.

Except for the matte black bolt handle, the bolt was left
in the white. There was a double row of locking lugs at the
front of the bolt. We were disappointed in the machining of
the flutes cut into the bolt, which Steyr called ice and
residue grooves. The tool marks in the flutes were deep,
and the swface of the bolt that faced the ejection port
showed signs of alot of cutter chatter. The bolt handle was
flat with an upswept end. A cocking indicator protruded
from the rear of the bolt when it was cocked.

The primary safety, called the roller tang safety, was
located on the tang of the receiver. It could only be engaged
when the rifle was cocked or when the bolt was open. This
safety had three positions. When the roller was rotated fully
forward and ared dot was visible, it was in the Fire position.
When the roller was rotated backward until a click could be
felt and a white dot was visible, the safety was in the
Loading position. When the roller was rotated backward
until a gray lock popped up, it was in the Safe position. To
move the roller from the Safe position, the gray lock had to
be depressed while rotating the roller.

Inaddition to the tang saféty, there was a “Double Lock/
Safe” feature built into the SBS (Safe Bolt System) bolt.
When the tang safety was in the Safe position, the bolt
handle could be pushed down until it was flush with the
stock. This locked the bolt and the firing pin. When the tang
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