By Al Paulson

can argue that the snapshot
is the cornerstone of mod-
“ N E ermn pistolcraft, yet the snap-
shot is a rarely taught skill

with the rifle. When engaging a target
with a handgun, we've trained our mus-
cles and our eyes to give a flash sighl
picture to confirm our aim is true just
before we allow the gun to fire. “Fronl
sight Press” has become as natural as
laking a breath. We've leamed lo solve
problems very quickly with a handgun.
But we need to broaden our horizons
now that carbines and rifles are replacing
sholguns as auxiliary weapons for law
enforcement. Teaching the snapshot with

the rifle should become a priority as
well. One of the best weapons for
placing a well-aimed shot very quick-
ly is the new Tactical Scout Rifle, which is
manufactured by Steyr Mannlicher AG &
Co. of Austria and inported into the
United States by GSI, of Alabama.

GUN DETAILS

Introduced in  September 1999,
Steyr's Tactical Scout contains the fol-
lowing features not found on the stan-
dard Steyr Scout: black stock, oversize
bolt handle, black bolt body and trigger,
and receiver engraved “Taclical Scout.”

Fast handling and

That solves one substantive and one lriv-
ial complaint | had with Lhe standard
teyr Scout. | didn't like the configuration
of the small bolt handle. The oversize
bolt handle is faster and more positive,
enabling me to lake full advantage of the
butter-smaoth action. While the following
is a trivial complaint, | also dislike the
politically correct neutral gray coloration
of the standard Scout's stock. On both
aesthetic and philosophical grounds, |
much prefer the fully black cosmetics of
the Tactical Scout. Black also makes
more sense if a stealthy stalk is required
About the only thing | still lament about
Steyr's Scoul Rifle series is that the mag-
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