Steyr’s Scout Rifle

Steyr, maker of some of the world's finest
specialty rifles, now offers a gun that does it all.

by Barreft Tillman
f Darth Vader owned a bolt-action rifle, it

would look a lot like the Steyr Scout. The 21st

century styling and innovative details of this
weapon bespeak a concept intended to become the
standard by which rifles are gauged.

Steyr-Mannlicher arguably builds the most innovative
production rifles on earth. The American distributor, GSI
Incorporated of Atlanta, Ga. recognized the worth of the
Austrian products and began marketing them in 1983,
From the hyper-accurate S3G to the high-tech AUG, Steyr-
Mannlicher nailed down both ends of the specialty rifle
market, leaving only the middle of the spectrum
untouched — until now.

In 1990 Jeff Cooper and Steyr began discussions about
a production version of his previous concept, the Scout
Rifle. A light, versatile bolt action carbine, the Scout was
envisioned as a true general purpose weapon. With
emphasis on hunting, the 308 Scout would be suitable for
nearly everything "from rabbits to lions.”

With high tech design, maferials and features, the Steyr
Scout rifle looks like something right out of “Star Wars".
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Seven years later, in October 1997, the Steyr team
introduced the pre-production model at NRAS
Whittington Center near Raton, New Mexico. The pre-pro-
duction rifles demonstrated the qualities that Cooper
envisioned, especially user-friendliness.

Shades Of Gray

The Scout is light, well-balanced and easy to use. The
aluminum alloy receiver and hammer-forged barrel are
well mated, sitting in a Zytel synthetic stock containing an
integral bipod that folds flush with the fore-end.

The detailing of the stock is exceptional, including a
rounded butt to prevent snags; the molded sweep of the
trigger guard to avoid pinched fingers; and the recess for a
spare magazine in the lower part of the butt, plus a
recessed accessory section. Length of pull is adjustable by
removable spacers, as per the 535G, from 126" to a stan-
dard length of 13'/:" with bwo spacers installed.

Steyr notes with irony the “color co-ordination” discus-
sions that went into the final choice: the dreaded green
being associated with rifles in Europe. and black being un-
PC in America. Alter some semi-serious discussions about
a shade of “light black.” the factory settled on neutral gray.

Standard configuration is two five-round magazines:
one in the receiver and a reload in the underside of the
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