One word encapsulates the philosophy of
Jeff Cooper's ultimate practical rifle.
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The Scoul's bolt handie is smooth and well
posifioned, while the roller safety is con-
venient with high visibility.

as

by HOLT BODINSON

ather unconventional and

racy in appearance, the Steyr

Scout handles like a dream.
Afield, this is one handy, accurate and
intriguingly engineered firearm.

The Scout rifle concept has been
maturing since 1983 when Jeff Cooper
invited a number of friends to his
Gunsite Training Center to discuss
and define the qualities of a “general
purpose firearm.” It's important to
understand the definition of a “general
purpose rifle” that flowed from that
and subsequent discussions.

As Cooper finally defined it, “a gen-
eral purpose rifle is a conveniently

portable, individually operated firearm,
capable of striking a single decisive
blow, on a live target of up to 400 kilos
in weight, at any distance at which the
operator can shoot with the precision
necessary to place a shot in a vital area
of the target.”

The end result was to be a multi-
purpase rifle capable of fulfilling the
functions of a hunting, tactical and sur-
vival firearm.

Noting that “all modern cartridges
will do very well if they are shot well,”
the design group's focus became the
launching platform itself rather than
the caliber. The ideal characteristics of
a general purpose rifle emerged as
several prototypes were built and test-
ed in the field. The following is more-
or-less a listing of those characteris-
tics“as they have appeared in print
over a period of 15 years and are
important to review in the context of
the final Steyr Scout design.
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